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ENTRY FORMS 

Refer to the Resource Library at 
soindiana.org/resource-library 

 
All entry forms will be submitted 

electronically. 

Polar Plunge 

Athlete Leadership University ² Spring Semester 

Athlete Leadership University ² Fall Semester 

Area Spring Games  

Summer Games  

EKS Games  

Bowling Tournaments  

Winter Games 

Basketball Tournaments 

 

GENERAL FORMS 

Refer to the Resource Library at 
soindiana.org/resource-library 

 
All state general forms will be 
submitted electronically. 

Athlete Application for Participation 

Athlete Medical Form 

Change of Area/County Leadership 

Event Application 

Event Fees Transfer Form 

Medical Incident Report 

Code of Conduct Report 

In-Kind Gift Receipt Form 

Travel Expense Form 

Spirit of Special Olympics Award Nomination 

UniǪed Fitness Club Roster 

 

Photography credits: Shawn Knapp, Jimmy Richardson, Charlotte Miller  

AVAILABLE ONLINE 
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STATE OFFICE STAFF DIRECTORY  
Main Phone Number: 317-328-2000 ° Fax Number: 317-328-2018  

 

Organizational Development 

JeǨ Mohler President & CEO jmohler@soindiana.org 317-328-2014 

Elesia Yoon Director of Organizational Development eyoon@soindiana.org 317-328-2003 

Jen Knife Coordinator of Oǭce Services jknife@soindiana.org 317-799-1059 

Development 

Scott Furnish Chief Development Oǭcer sfurnish@soindiana.org 317-328-2009 

Kelly Ries Senior Director of Donor Engagement kries@soindiana.org 317-328-2013 

Trevor Hill Director of Special Events thill@soindiana.org 317-284-9158 

Stephanie Manner Director of Strategic Projects smanner@soindiana.org 317-713-4291 

Joe Frollo Director of Marketing and Communications jfrollo@soindiana.org 260-230-6515 

Wyatt Walker Manager of Development Operations wwalker@soindiana.org 317-799-1058 

Zachary Price Manager of Digital Communications zprice@soindiana.org 317-328-2004 

Janet Davies Database Manager jdavies@soindiana.org 317-328-2007 

Finance 

Karen Kennelly Chief Financial Oǭcer kkennelly@soindiana.org 317-799-1055 

LaToya Scott Accounting Manager lscott@soindiana.org 317-799-1055 

Camille Futch Faulkner Accounting Coordinator cǨaulkner@soindiana.org 317-328-2006 

Programs 

Jennifer Kelso Vice President of Program Services & COO jkelso@soindiana.org 317-799-1048 

Francie Smith Senior Regional Director, Southwest Indiana fsmith@soindiana.org 812-312-5140 

Barb Michalos Regional Director, Northwest Indiana bmichalos@soindiana.org 574-205-4376 

Greg Townsend Regional Manager, Southeast Indiana gtownsend@soindiana.org 317-328-2002 

Jamie Crippin Regional Manager, Northeast Indiana jcrippin@soindiana.org 317-799-1029 

Schools 

Mike Hasch Senior Director of UniǪed Champion Schools mhasch@soindiana.org 317-328-2005 

Tori Batson Director of UniǪed Champion Schools tbatson@soindiana.org 317-328-2020 

Matt Jones Manager of Unified Champion Schools mjones@soindiana.org 317-328-2002 

Sports 

Katie Hilt Director of Sports and Competition khilt@soindiana.org 317-328-2011 

Kevin Aders Director of Team Sports & Logistics kaders@soindiana.org 317-328-2010 

Cathy Elzinga Sports Database Manager celzinga@soindiana.org 317-328-2001 

Savannah Vaughn Senior Manager of Individual Sports svaughn@soindiana.org 317-328-2017 

Kyle Moran Manager of Health and Fitness kmoran@soindiana.org 317-799-1047 

Matt Phillips Manager of Volunteers mphillips@soindiana.org 219-544-6020 

Mary McClamroch Oǭce Assistant marym@soindiana.org 317-328-2012 

mailto:mjones@soindiana.org
mailto:khilt@soindiana.org
mailto:svaughn@soindiana.org
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2025-26 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

March 1 Polar Plunge   Eagle Creek, Indianapolis 

March 8 
Champions Together UniǪed 
Bowling Sectional              
Championship 

TBD Various Locations 

March 15 
Champions Together UniǪed 
Bowling State Championship 

TBD Western Bowl ,Indianapolis 

March 22 Basketball Sectionals (Men's)   Multiple Locations 

March 29 
State Basketball Tournament 
(Youth) 

Monday, January 20(Rosters); 
Monday, February 24 (Men's & 
Women's Game Records,            
Evaluations, Skills, Coaches & 
Chaperones) 

University of Indianapolis ,               
Indianapolis 

March 29 
THIRST Powerlifting           
Tournament  

 March 27  THIRST Gym, Terre Haute 

April 5-6 
State Basketball                 
Tournaments (Men, Women, 
& UniǪed) 

Monday, January 9 (Rosters);    
Monday, February 24 (Men's & 
Women's Game Records,            
Evaluations, Skills, Coaches &  
Chaperones) 

Pacers Athletic Center, WestǪeld 

April 7 SOSO Nominations Due  Special Olympics Indiana 
April 26 - 27 Athlete Leadership University Monday, March 24 Butler University 
May 3 Area 3-Spring Games April 14 Dekalb High School, Waterloo 
May 3 Area 5-Spring Games April 14 NorthǪeld High School, Wabash 
May 3 Area 6-Spring Games April 14 New Castle Chrysler High School 

May 4 Area 7-Spring Games April 14 
Rose Hulman Institute of                  
Technology, Terre Haute  

May 9 Board of Directors Meeting   SOIN Gold Room & Zoom 

May 10 Area 2-Spring Games April 14 Salem High School, Salem 

May 10 Area-9-Spring Games April 14 Milan High School, Milan 

May 10 Area-10-Spring Games April 14 North High School, Evansville 

May 15 
Breakfast with Champions - 
Elkhart 

  Hotel Elkhart 

May 17 Area 1-Spring Games April 14 Wheeler High School, Valparaiso 

May 17 Area 4-Spring Games April 14 North Montgomery High School 

May 17 Area-8-Spring Games April 14 
Brebuf Jesuit Preparatory School, 
Indianapolis  

May 18 UniǪed Soccer Clinic April 28 
South Central Soccer Academy, 
Greenwood 

May 18 
Women's Spring Golf Tourna-
ment 

April 28 Hickory Stick Golf Club, Greenwood 

May 24 
IHSAA UniǪed Track & Field 
Sectionals 

TBD 8 sites 

May 21 
Programs Virtual Update 
Meeting 

  Microsoft Teams Meeting 

May 31 
IHSAA UniǪed Track & Field 
Regionals  

Saturday, May 24 (Top 3 teams @ 
Sectionals advance) 

2 sites 

June 7 
IHSAA UniǪed Track & Field 
State Championship 

Saturday, May 31 (Top 6 teams @ 
Regionals advance) 

North Central High School 

May 26 Memorial Day - Oǭce Closed     

June 6-8 Summer Games 

Monday, April 7 (Bowling Quota 
Request) 

Indiana State University, Terre Haute 

Monday, May 12 (Entries) 
Rose-Hulman Institute of              
Technology, Terre Haute 

June 20 
Champions Together Awards 
Luncheon 

  Ritz Charles, Carmel 

 DATE EVENT DEADLINES LOCATION 
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2025-26 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

July 4 
Independence Day - State  
Oǭce Closed 

    

July 8 IHSAA Leadership   Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
July 10 Charity Golf Classic   Brickyard Crossing ,Indianapolis 
July 13 Allen County UGT Stop   Brookwood Golf Club ,Ft. Wayne 

July 13 WTSO UGT Stop   
South Grove Golf Course,                
Indianapolis 

July 19 Clk. Floyd UGT Stop   Elk Run Golf Club 
July 20 Tippecanoe UGT Stop   Battle Ground Golf Club 
July 25²27 Team Indiana Training Camp   Rose Hulman College 
July 27 Jay UGT Stop   Portland Golf Stop 
July NCAA DIII UniǪed Experience   Hall of Champions, Indianapolis 

July 
NFHS Student Leadership 
Conference 

  TBD 

August 3 Johnson Co. UGT Stop   Hickory Stick Golf Club, Greenwood 
August 4-8 SONA All-StaǨ Conference   Westin Hotel ,Indianapolis 
August 10 Wayne UGT Stop    Liberty Country Club 

August 1- Lake County UGT Stop   
 

August 20 
Programs Virtual Update 
Meeting 

  Microsoft Teams Meeting 

August 22 Board of Directors Meeting   SOIN Gold Room & Zoom 

August 22-23 
Equestrian State Champion-
ship 

  Hendricks County Fairgrounds 

August 23 Softball Sectionals   North, Central, South  

August 23 Plane Pull Challenge   
Indianapolis International Airport, 
Indianapolis 

August 24 Golf Sectionals   
Batesville, Fort Wayne, Rossville, 
Winimac 

August 25 County Accreditation Due  State Oǭce 
September 1 Labor Day - Oǭce Closed     

September 6 
Erskine Championship  -  
State Softball Competition 

  
Center Grove Lassie League,       
Greenwood 

September 7 
Erskine Championship    - 
State Golf Competition 

  Hickory Stick Golf Club, Greenwood 

September 13-14 Cornhole Sectional   8-9 Sectional Sites 
September 20 UniǪed Bocce State   Carmel High School 

September 21 
HCAC UniǪed Bowling   
Championship 

 
Western Bowl 

September Polo Night   Hickory Hill, Whitestown 
September 25 Bocce Bash   Lilly Corporate Center, Indianapolis 

September 28 
EKS Games - State Cornhole 
and Soccer Competition 

  Grand Park, WestǪeld 

September 28 
EKS Games- State Flag Foot-
ball and DRW Competition 

  
Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory School, 
Indianapolis 

October 4 
IHSAA UniǪed Flag Football 
Sectionals 

  8 sites 

October 8 
Breakfast with Champions - 
Fort Wayne 

  
Park View Mirro Event & Research 
Center 

 DATE EVENT DEADLINES LOCATION 
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2025-26 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

October 11 
IHSAA UniǪed Flag Football 
Regionals 

  2 sites 

October 11-12 
Athlete Leadership             
University 

Monday, September 15 Butler University, Indianapolis 

October 18 
IHSAA UniǪed Flag Football 
State Championship 

  Grand Park, WestǪeld 

October 24-25 State Conference Thursday, October 10 Embassy Suites 

November 1 
Team Indiana Training 
Camp 3 

  
Allendale Camp / Indian Creek High 
School 

October / No-
vember 

UniǪed Coaches Association 
of IN Conference and Youth 
Summit 

  Fishers HS 

November 1-2 
Area 5 Bowling                        
Competition 

  Myers Sport Bowl, Logansport 

November 1 
Area 8 Bowling                 
Competition 

  Woodland Bowl, Indianapolis 

November 1-2, 8 
Area 10 Bowling                     
Competition 

  Franklin Lanes, Evansville 

November 8 
Area 1 Bowling                         
Competition 

  Stardust Bowl 2, Merrillville 

November 8-9 
Area 4 Bowling                 
Competition 

  Plaza Lanes , Crawfordsville 

November 8 
Area 6 Bowling                
Competition 

  Clancy's Village Bowl, Muncie 

November 8 
Area 7 Bowling                 
Competition 

  Terre Haute Bowl, Terre Haute 

November 8 
Area 9 Bowling                 
Competition 

  Woodland Bowl, Indianapolis 

November 13 
Breakfast with                
Champions - Indy 

  
GridIron Hall Indiana Farm Bureau 
Football Center, Indianapolis 

November 14 Board of Directors Meeting   SOIN Gold Room & Zoom 

November 15 
State UniǪed Volleyball 
Competition 

  
The Academy Volleyball Club,     
Indianapolis 

November 19 
Programs Virtual Update 
Meeting 

  Microsoft Teams Meeting 

November 27-28 
Thanksgiving - Oǭce 
Closed 

    

December 6-7 
State Bowling (Individuals, 
Ramp, UniǪed 4 - Person) 

October 6 
Woodland Bowl, Western Bowl, 
Expo Bowl, Indianapolis 

December 8-12 Integration Week   SOIN Gold Room & Zoom 
December 25 - 
January 1 

End of Year Break  - Oǭce 
Closed 

    

 DATE EVENT DEADLINES LOCATION 
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FACT SHEET 
VISION 
Our vision is an inclusive world for all, driven by the power of sport, through which people with intellectual disabilities live 
active, healthy, and fulǪlling lives.  

MISSION 
Special Olympics provides year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for 
children and adults with intellectual disabilities giving them continuing opportunities to develop physical Ǫtness, 
demonstrate courage, experience joy, and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills and friendships with their families, other 
Special Olympics athletes and the community. 

HISTORY 
Founded by Eunice Kennedy Shriver, the Ǫrst International Special Olympics Games were held at Chicagos Soldier Field in 
1968. Indiana's involvement began with those Ǫrst Games. 

PARTICIPATION 
In 2024, 19,000 children and adults in Indiana trained and competed through county programs and school programs. To 
be eligible to compete in Special Olympics, an individual must be 8 years of age or older AND have been identiǪed by an 
agency or professional as having an intellectual disability or closely related developmental disability. For those under age 
8, the Young Athletes program and UniǪed Champion Schools program is available. 

OUTREACH 
Indianas focus is on the development of community-based programs as well as UniǪed Champion Schools programs in 
each county to increase the number of participating athletes. 

VOLUNTEERS 
Special Olympics Indiana (SOIN) is an organization run almost entirely by volunteers. More than 8,500 volunteers provide 
the help needed to oǨer the sports training and competition programs. 

SUPPORT 
SOIN is a nonproǪt organization funded through private donations and fundraising projects across the state. 

SCHEDULE 
SOIN athletes train and compete year-round. Five statewide competitions highlight the annual schedule. Special Olympics 
World Games are held every two years, alternating between winter and summer sports. In addition, every four years Team 
Indiana competes in the Special Olympics USA Games. 

PROGRAMS 
Special Olympics provides a variety of competition opportunities for athletes of all abilities. Most Special Olympics events 
have few diǨerences from the sport played by individuals without disabilities. Additional program opportunities include: 

Alpine Skiing* 
Badminton 
Basketball* 
Bocce* 
Bowling* 
Cricket 
Cornhole* 

Cross Country Skiing 
Cycling* 
Dancesport 
Equestrian* 

Figure Skating*+ 
Flag Football* 
Floor Hockey 
Floorball 

Football (Soccer)* 
Golf* 

Gymnastics*+ 
Rhythmic Gymnastics 

Handball 
Horseshoes*+ 

Judo 

Kayaking 
Motor Activities 
Netball 

Open Water Swimming 
Pickleball*+ 
Powerlifting* 
Roller Skating 
Sailing 

Snowboarding* 
Snowshoeing* 
Softball* 

Speed Skating*+ 
Swimming* 
Table Tennis 
Tennis*+ 

Track & Field* 
Triathlon*+ 
Volleyball* 

 
 
 

*  Sports oǨered in Indiana 

SPORTS 

¶ Athlete Leadership 

¶ County Programs 

¶ UniǪed Champions SchoolsChampions 
Together 

 

¶ Healthy Athletes 

¶ UniǪed Fitness Clubs 

¶ UniǪed SportsÇ  
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ORGANIZATION 

Special  
Olympics 
Incorporated 

Special  
Olympics 

North America 

Special Olympics 
Indiana 

County 
Programs 

Area 
Programs 

REGIONAL & AREA MAP 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS INC. (SOI) 

Special Olympics Inc. is the international governing body of the Special Olympics movement. Based in Washington D.C., 

SOI provides oǭcial rules and policies, and coordinates global initiatives and competitions. 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS INDIANA (SOIN) 

Based in Indianapolis, SOIN is accredited to conduct all aspects of the program in the state. In addition to conducting 

competition events, the state oǭce manages fundraising, public relations, coaches training, volunteer registration, 

area and county programs, outreach and general administration. 

REGIONAL MANAGERS 

Regional managers lead SOINs eǨorts to increase participation and improve the athlete experience. Growth and 

quality improvement are accomplished by the development of new County Programs, cultivation and support of 

existing County Programs, and training volunteers who have the biggest impact on the athlete experience. Regional 

managers oversee the County Programs annual accreditation process that serves as the framework for the recruitment 

of new athletes, volunteers and coaches to increase the capacity to support quality growth. 

AREA PROGRAMS 

Indiana counties are grouped geographically into 10 Area Programs, each run by a committee of volunteers known as 

the Area Management Team. The Area Director and Area Competition Director oversee the Area Program, which 

includes regular coaches meetings, sectional competitions, and at least one bowling tournament and one track and 

Ǫeld meet each year. 

COUNTY PROGRAMS 

County Programs have a committee of volunteers responsible for making year-round sports training and competition 

available to all eligible athletes within its boundaries. Though usually made up of one county, some programs may 

consist of multiple counties. The county coordinator is appointed to lead the County Management Team to oversee the 

programs operation. 

COUNTY-ONLY POLICY 

Only accredited County Programs can register, train and enter athletes in SOIN competition. Local teams must register, 

train and enter athletes for SOIN competition through a County Program. Local teams are any school, workshop, group 

home or family that provides Special Olympics training for its members (students, clients, employees, family member). 

ORGANIZATION CHART 
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ATHLETE ELIGIBILITY 
Persons are eligible to compete in Special Olympics provided they are 8 years of age or older  

(those ages 2 to 7 are eligible for the UniǪed Champion Schools 

AND  

have been identiǪed by an agency or professional as having an intellectual disability; 

OR 

have a closely related developmental disability such as those who have functional limitations, both in general learning and 

in adaptive skills such as recreation, work, independent living, self-direction or self-care. 

NOTE: People with functional limitations based solely on a physical, behavioral, emotional, speciǪc learning disability or 

sensory disability are not eligible. Special Olympics does not determine whether a person has an intellectual disability, but 

bases eligibility on the identiǪcation made by an agency or professional.  

For speciǪc questions on eligibility, contact the State Oǭce. 

Who is eligible? 
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ATHLETE REGISTRATION  

County Management teams are the Ǫrst and direct contact for assisting athletes and families in the registration 

process.   

Athlete Registration Process 
Athlete Eligiblity for participation requires that all ahtletes complete The Athlete Registraion and Health 
History.  
To Register go to: https://portals.specialolympics.org  
There are 4 steps to complete the Registration: 

Create an Account 
Athletes can create their own account OR 
Other can create an account and then complete the remaining steps on behalf of the 
athlete 

ADD NEW ATHLETE: Create ProǪle:  Once account is created, Log into account Select MY 
participants then Add New Athlete  and create an athlete proǪle 

Complete Health History and Release form: Select Blue Underlined tab Under Health History ± 
will say SAVED if not started or incomplete >Checklist Items> Select Heath History > complete 
Ǫelds and submit 

Sign E-Form: use email of Athorized signer, notify person if not self; Have them reivew and sign 

 

Create an Account 
Athletes can create their own account. If the Athlete is under the age of 18, not their own guardian or does 
not have their own unique email address, register as:  Parent/Guardian/Circle of Care (Includes Case 
Manager and Facility Coordinator) of multiple Athletes 
Go to:  https://portals.specialolympics.org   
Click the RED CREATE AN ACCOUNT BUTTON Enter your preferred email address.  
Click SEND VERIFICATION CODE BUTTON and copy the code  
Visit your email inbox (email from ®Microsoft on behalf of Special Olympics B2C Production¯).  
Enter veriǪcation code into the box.  
SELECT VERIFY CODE BUTTON e-mail address is now veriǪed.  
Create password and then Login 
Caregiver/family member create their own account (Once Caregiver/family creates their account, they 
can add athletes to the registration system). 

Enter information about yourself ± (the account holder) 
For your Role: Select ®I want to be an Athlete¯  OR : ®I am registering an Athlete (Parent, Circle of Care, 
Family Member) Follow the prompts, and enter in your personal information  

REGION Ǫeld = COUNTY Program 
Follow the prompts, enter in YOUR OWN personal information, and enter the Register Zone. Athletes 
information will be required in the next step 

 

Add New Athlete 
Once all info is entered you will be taken to the Registration Zone > My Participants > ADD NEW ATHLETE 
Click on the My Participants tab > ADD NEW ATHLETE to add athlete and complete requirements on their 
behalf. 
Enter Athlete ProǪle information 
 

https://portals.specialolympics.org/
https://portals.specialolympics.org
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ATHLETE REGISTRATION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Complete Health History and Release form 
(Follow the steps below.Then open email used in Final steps to REVIEW AND SIGN). 
When completing on behalf of an athlete: names will appear in list form  
SAVED indicates Not started or incomplete 
SUBMITTED indicates complete, awaiting SOIN Review and Approval 
APPROVED indicates Athlete Health History and Release are complete and up-to date and athlete is eligible 
for participation.  
 
 
Select Blue Highlight SAVED as pictured below 
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ATHLETE REGISTRATION  

Select Blue Highlight Health History and Release: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete Each Screen as prompted   
When asked on each Ǫeld, can Select: ADD __(Ǫll in the information)__ or scroll down to select SAVE AND CONTINUE 
Required Ǫelds will be marked by an asterisk. 
Upon Completion of each Ǫeld, SAVE AND CONTINUE will appear. 
When all Ǫelds are complete this screen will appear: 
 

Sign E-Form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Select sign E-form and enter the email address of the person authorized to sign the history and release form.    
Notify authorized signer that email will be coming to them and will appear: (email from ®Microsoft on behalf of Special 
Olympics B2C Production¯). 
Instruct them to Open email and follow the prompts to review and sign.  
This will complete the registration process for Athlete Eligibility. 
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UNIFIED SPORTSÇ PARTNER, COACH or VOLUNTEER 
There are six steps to Becoming a Class A Volunteer. These steps are to all be completed in the Volunteer Management 
System (VMS).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

STEP 1: APPLICATION 
Each applicant will create an online account in VMS with their own username. They will then be asked to complete an 

online application with contact information. 
 
 

 
STEP 2: BACKGROUND SCREENING  

Each applicant will be asked to enter their personal information, including their Social Security number. This information is 
required to complete the background screening through VMS. 

 
 

 
STEP 3: COACH-VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION (CVO) 

This training is mandatory for all Class A Volunteers. This is a one-hour video and slide presentation that contains 
information on the Special Olympics mission, history, organization, eligibility and sports programs. It also provides 

information on the responsibility of volunteers for understanding, presenting and reporting abuse or suspected abuse of 
athletes. There will be a quiz at the end of the session regarding the material covered.  

 
 

 
STEP 4: PROTECTIVE BEHAVIORS TRAINING 

Class A volunteers must complete the Protective Behaviors training, which focuses on the prevention of abuse of Special 
Olympics athletes. The training includes a brief quiz to review the material.  Per Special Olympics Inc., volunteers must 
repeat this training every three years. Volunteers will be prompted in their VMS account when it is time to retake this 

training. Volunteers may renew Protective Behaviors Training at any time. 

 
 

 
STEP 5: CONCUSSION AWARENESS TRAINING 

The material covered in this training session is provided courtesy of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. This 
session will help prepare volunteers in the event that an athlete or UniǪed partner suǨers a concussion. The training 

includes a brief quiz to review the material.  
 
 
 
 
 

Contact volunteers@soindiana.org for questions or assistance.  

To access VMS, go to: sosaas.azurewebsites.net/IN/application 

VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION 

https://volunteers.soindiana.org/application
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SOSO AWARD CRITERIA 
The Spirit of Special Olympics (SOSO) awards program recognizes athletes, coaches, families, volunteers and Law  
Enforcement Torch RunÇ oǭcers who have demonstrated outstanding support of SOIN. Each  accredited program is 
encouraged to nominate individuals from the following categories who have exempliǪed the Special Olympics spirit of 
skill, courage, sharing and joy, and demonstrated an overall commitment to the program.  

GENERAL RULES 
1. Nominations are due in the State Oǭce by Monday, April 7 and should be based on achievements over the past year.  

2. Nominations from an Area Program must be signed by the Area Director and nominations from a County Program 

must be signed by the County Coordinator and include a photo.  

3. All nominees must be in good standing with Special Olympics and meet the category requirements as outlined. 

4. With the exception of the Family Award, each person nominated must have their own nomination form Ǫlled out to 

be considered.   

5. Areas will select one winner in each category. Members of the SOIN Board of Directors will review the nomination 

forms of the Area winners and select the State award winners. 

6. A person may only receive the State award once in the same category but may receive the Area award multiple times. 

7. All 2025 Area winners must be notiǪed by the end of all Spring Games, no later than May 17th.  The State 

Oǭce will be contacting Area Athlete Award winners for participation in Summer Games on Monday, May 

19th.    

CRITERIA FOR THE ATHLETE AWARD  
1. May be given to an individual of any ability level. 

2. Describe the athletes participation in a single sport or the number of sports in which the athlete trains and competes. 

3. How much time, on average, does the athlete spend per week in training? 

4. Describe any characteristics that demonstrate the athletes leadership role among fellow athletes. 

5. What are the levels of participation (personal achievements or best results) that the athlete has achieved at local, 

state or world activities and games? 

6. What other roles or responsibilities has the athlete assumed within Special Olympics, such as Athlete Leadership, 

coaching, fundraising, council meetings, etc.? 

7. What other responsibilities does the athlete have at home or in the community (i.e. church group, scouts, etc.)? 

CRITERIA FOR THE COACH AWARD  
1. Requirement: Must be a registered Class A volunteer. 

2. What Special Olympics coach certiǪcations has the nominee obtained? 

3. How many years has the coach been involved in SOIN? 

4. If the coach currently has an athlete in their family, in what sports is the athlete involved? 

5. If the coach does not have an athlete in their family involved, what motivates them to continue to coach athletes? 

6. Describe the coachs abilities to impact the training of  athletes. 

CRITERIA FOR THE FAMILY AWARD  
1. Requirement: Must have an athlete in the family. 

2. Describe to what extent all family members (beyond the parents) are involved with the athlete.  

3. Describe the familys participation in a sport or multiple sports in which the family trains athletes to compete.  

4. How many years has the family been involved in SOIN activities and sports? 

5. Has the family initiated a new program or reǪned an existing activity? If so, please describe.  

6. Describe the impact of the familys involvement with athletes.  

7. Describe the impact and support to other parents or groups in their Area. 

CRITERIA FOR THE VOLUNTEER AWARD  

1. Requirement: Must be a registered Class A Volunteer. 

2. Describe the volunteers role in the Area or County SOIN program.  

3. How many years has the volunteer been actively involved with SOIN?  

4. How much time, on average, does the volunteer spend per week with SOIN activities or games?  

5. Describe the type and extent of the volunteers involvement, for example, as a UniǪed SportsÇ partner, chairperson 

of an event, etc.? 

6. Describe the volunteers outreach to other volunteers and impact on the awareness of SOIN in the community. 



19 

 

Spirit of Special Olympics Award Winners 

Michael Furnish  
Athlete Award 

- 2024 winner - 

Brianna Moore 
Area 3 

 
 

2023 winner 
Nicholas Herran 

Area 8 

Lorrie Woycik Coach 
Award 

- 2024 winner - 

Mike Woida 
 
 
 

2023 winner 
Jim Engmark 

Johnson County SherriǨs  
Department 

Dennis Schmidt  
Impact Award 

Law Enforcement  
Torch Run Oǭcer Award 

Volunteer Award 

- 2024 winner - 

Deb and Tom  
Easterday 

 
 

2023 winner 
Ken Melvin 

Family Award 

-2024 winner - 

Becky Barker 
Area 8 

 
2023 winner 
Linda Booth 

Area 8 

- 2024 winner - 

Andy Hunnicutt 
Area 2 

 
2023 winner 

Darlene Dietrich 
Area 10 

- 2024 winner - 
Foust Ramer Family 

Area 5 
 

2023 winner 
The Salla Family 

Area 4 
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TEAM INDIANA 

In 2026, the Special Olympics USA Games will unite over 100,000 athletes, coaches, volunteers, and 
fans in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Games are scheduled to take place from June 20-26, 2026, at 
the prestigious University of Minnesota, the oǭcial host venue. In addition to the university, the 
event will unfold across other premier locations, including the National Sports Center in Blaine. 
During 2025, Team Indiana will be announced, and training will begin.   
Team Indiana will compete in the following sports: Basketball, Bocce, Bowling, Cornhole, Flag           
Football, Golf, Powerlifting, Soccer, Swimming, Track & Field.  
For speciǪc details on team expectations, requirements, nomination and selection process, training 
camp details, etc., please read the Team Indiana Handbook.   

Team Indiana 2025 Schedule and Timeline 

Date   Form 

March 24th Basketball Nomination Form Due (Team & Coach) Team Form 
Coach Form 

April 26th Announcement of Team Indiana: Cornhole, Flag Football, and 
Mens Golf 

  

April 28th Womens Golf Nomination Form and Soccer Clinic Registra-
tion due 

Individual Form 
UniǪed Pair Form 
Coach Form 

May 18th Team Indiana Womens Golf QualiǪer 
Team Indiana Soccer Clinic 

  

May 26th Bocce, Bowling, Powerlifting, Swimming, & Track and Field 
Nomination Form Due 

UniǪed Pair Form 
UniǪed Pair Form 
Individual Form 
Individual Form 
Individual Form 
Coach Form 

June 16th ± 
20th 

Announcement of Team Indiana: Basketball, Bocce, Bowling, 
Womens Golf, Powerlifting, Soccer, Swimming, Track & Field 

  

July 1st Training Season begins for Team Indiana   

July 25th ± 
27th 

Training Camp 1 @ Rose Hulman Institute of Technology   

August 23rd Training Camp 2 @ Plane Pull   

November 1st Training Camp 3 @ Indian Creek High School   

For any questions about Team Indiana, please contact Katie Hilt, khilt@soindiana.org  
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¶ Athlete Leadership 

¶ Athlete Leadership University 

¶ Athlete Leadership Councils 

¶ UniǪed Champion Schools 

¶ High School UniǪed Sports Championships 

¶ UniǪed Fitness Clubs 

¶ Healthy Athletes 

 

Impact Initiatives 



















http://www.soindiana.org


































































































































https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Bocce-Rules-2022-2.pdf










https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Bowling-Rules-2022-v2.pdf
https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Bowling-Rules-2022-v2.pdf






https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Cycling-Rules-2022.pdf




https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Powerlifting-Rules-2022-v2.pdf








https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Swimming-Rules-2022-v2.pdf








https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Athletics-Rules-2022.pdf












https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Volleyball-Indoor-Rules-2022.pdf






























https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Athletics-Rules-2022.pdf
https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Athletics-Rules-2022.pdf




https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Equestrian-Rules-2020-v7.pdf




https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Flag-Football-Rules-2021-v2.pdf














https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Golf-Rules-2022-2.pdf
https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Golf-Rules-2022-2.pdf


















https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Football-Rules-2022-v2.pdf










https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Softball-Rules-2022.pdf
https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Softball-Rules-2022.pdf












https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Volleyball-Indoor-Rules-2022.pdf














https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Bowling-Rules-2022-v2.pdf
https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Bowling-Rules-2022-v2.pdf








https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Alpine-Skiing-Rules-2022.pdf
https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Snowshoeing-Rules-2020.pdf
https://media.specialolympics.org/resources/sports-essentials/sport-rules/Sports-Essentials-Snowboarding-Rules-2022.pdf







