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2021

The year began with Winter Games at Lawrenceburg’s 
Perfect North Slopes, where 36 athletes from across 
the state competed in alpine skiing, snowshoeing and 
snowboarding. 

The New Year Fitness Virtual Challenge kicked off with 536 
participants committing to start the year off with healthy 
habits.

This month started our Virtual Spring into Fitness Challenge 
with 416 participants maintaining healthy behaviors with 
fitness activities.

The Champions Together Unified Bowling Tournament took 
place at Woodland Bowl with 241 athletes and 248 Unified 
Partners hitting the lanes for inclusion fun! Valparaiso High 
School took home top honors.

The Pacers Athletic Center at Grand Park in Westfield was the 
new location for the 2021 Men’s, Women’s and Youth State 
Basketball Championships.

We had 32 teams vying for medals, and thanks to our 
friends at JD/Finish Line athletes, were surprised with new 
shoes.

Athlete Leadership University spring session was a virtual 
program and offered athletes the opportunity to continue 
their educational journey to learn new skills.

The Sizzlin’ Summer Fitness Challenge afforded 345 athletes 
the opportunity to keep moving and stay fit with a virtual 
program.

Our signature fundraiser, the Polar Plunge started as 
1,254 participants go “Freezin’ for a Reason” at 
12 in-person events around the state. 

The Polar Plunge events raised over $550,000 to benefit 
Special Olympics Indiana athletes and support year-round 
programs and events.

An Earn Your Wings program facilitated virtual participation 
with 228 people either running a 5K or making snow 
angels to add over $30,000 to support our Polar Plunge 
fundraiser.

As campus facilities were not available to host plunges, we 
had three plunges at drive-in theatres. Over 140 plungers 
got to see the movie classic, “Jaws” and raised over $48,000.

The Special Olympics Indiana community was thrilled to 
be back in action at Summer Games. 

Although modified to ensure the safety of our athletes 
with virtual opening and closing ceremonies, over 2,000 
athletes were able to compete in six sports representing 
45 delegations.
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The State Softball Tournament was at a new location in 
Greenwood and had 14 county programs well represented 
with 31 teams competing for top honors.

Seventy-one golfers from nine delegations traveled to the 
State Golf Championship at Hickory Stick Golf Club.

Fall into Fitness Challenge offered virtual fitness 
programming for 608 athletes around the state.

The Young Professionals Board hosted the Polo Event at 
Hickory Hall in Whitestown and implemented the popular 
Hobby Horse race in addition to raising $25,000.

The Plane Pull Challenge raised over $130,000 and 
had 58 teams pulling a Boeing 747 at the Indianapolis 
International Airport Postal Hub. 

A highlight of the event included a parade of Team Indiana 
athletes representing our state at the USA Games in Orlando 
in June of 2022. Champions Together Unified Bocce State 
Championship was held at Carmel High School. 

The second annual Bocce Bash took place at Colonel’s Field 
on the campus of Eli Lilly and had 32 teams that paired 
Special Olympics Indiana athletes with Lilly employees on 
their Global Day of Service.

Taylor hosted the Unified Robotics Tournament for 20 
elementary schools from around the state competing in 
the FIRST LEGO League Challenge.

Yorktown was the location for the Unified Volleyball 
Tournament with 17 teams competing for medals.

Bowling continued to be the most popular sport with 
over 1, 200 athletes competing at the State Bowling 
Championship held the first weekend in December at 
both Woodland and Western Bowl.

Athlete Leadership University was back on the Butler 
University campus and had 41 athletes actively involved 
in getting degrees in visual arts, global messaging, event 
planning, governance, and technology.

IHSAA hosts its Fourth Annual Flag Football State 
Tournament, with schools and students with and without 
disabilities competing together. 

The State Corn Toss Tournament had 280 teams competing 
for the top honors at Carmel High School.

The annual State Conference was held to foster staff, 
volunteer, and athlete collaboration as everyone came to 
take part in leadership, team building, and training sessions. 
The Spirit of Special Olympics Award Winners were 
recognized at the luncheon program.

Thirty-five foursomes joined us at the Brickyard Crossing at 
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway for the Charity Golf Classic. 
Golfers had the opportunity to interact with Special 
Olympics athletes on themed golf holes while raising vital 
funds to support programming for Special Olympics Indiana 
athletes.
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Growing up, Major League Baseball determined most 
of our family vacations. My dad, Jim. My mom, Judy.  
And my sister, Stephanie.  

It all began with Dad. He’s a big Dodgers fan. When he 
was a young boy, the Dodgers were still in Brooklyn.  
We traveled to Wrigley Field in Chicago whenever the 
Los Angeles Dodgers came to visit. Later to Cincinnati, 
when the Dodgers played there. Those early trips 
eventually became a quest  — to see a Major League 
game at each team’s home field. We didn’t quite make 
it then.

But I’m close now! My wife and kids, Lisa, Lydia and 
Owen, have joined me as baseball continues to map 
out our vacations. Twenty-nine ballparks down. 

One to go. (New York Mets, soon, very soon).

A few years into my career at Special 
Olympics Indiana, I told Dad about 
this former Dodger who I met at 
Summer Games. I recalled as much 
about him as I could. Dad knew 
who it was even before I said his 
name. Carl Erskine, one of Dad’s 
beloved, “Boys of Summer”.

Carl’s attendance at that Summer 
Games wasn’t as a VIP. At those 
Games, he wasn’t there as a 
former World Series champion 
Dodger. He wasn’t there as 
a professional pitcher who 
threw two no-hitters.  

He was there as a father. Jimmy Erskine was 
competing that day. In his youth growing up in 
Anderson, Carl became friends with Johnny Wilson. 
Johnny is African American. And in the 1930s and 
1940s, they would attend movies together, sitting in 
the balcony. Johnny was not allowed to sit on the main 
floor. Only in the balcony. And Carl joined him there.

Carl’s friendship with Johnny prepared him for his 
career as a Brooklyn Dodger. Johnny didn’t teach Carl 
how to become a great pitcher. Johnny prepared 
Carl to be a teammate and later a friend, to Jackie 
Robinson. Jackie, who in 1947, broke the color barrier 
in Major League Baseball. April 15 marked the 75th 
anniversary of this important event in American 
sports history . . .  better yet, in American history.

And because of Jackie Robinson, Carl was ready to 
break down more social barriers when his youngest 
child, Jimmy, was born in 1960. Jimmy, born with Down 
syndrome. Carl and his wife, Betty, were offered legal 
papers and a clipboard. Sign the papers and the State 
of Indiana will take care of Jimmy for the rest of his 

life. In other words, Jimmy would be institutionalized. 
Segregated. Quarantined from society. Betty 
immediate response, “He’s coming home with us.”

Special Olympics founder Eunice Kennedy Shriver 
heard about Carl, Betty and Jimmy, and invited 

Carl on a speaking tour to help this fledgling 
movement gain credibility in the early 

1970s. Special Olympics was only a 
few years old at  that time.

BE INSPIRED
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Carl would show those early audiences his 1955 
World Series ring. And he would show them Jimmy’s 
Special Olympics gold medal. Then he challenged 
the audience with a question: Which is a greater 
accomplishment? 

Carl always responded — Jimmy’s medal.

That comparison gave Special Olympics credibility, 
just what this young organization desperately 
needed the most in those early days. Credibility.  

And Special Olympics strives to gain credibility 
with new audiences each day. Through our work, 
the community sees an individual with an intellectual 
disability in new ways. As a person with value and 
importance. As a person who can contribute to 
society. As a person worthy to have the title of friend, 
teammate, employee.ployee.

Special Olympics Indiana is loving parents, like Carl and 
Betty. We are volunteers who devote countless hours 
coaching our athletes to become better on and off the 
field. We are athletes competing at their highest on the 
playing field and empowered athlete leaders providing 
direction off the playing field.  

Before reading this article, did you know about Carl 
Erskine?  Whether yes or no, learn more about Carl and 
invite others to learn about him too. This fall, award-
winning filmmaker Ted Green will debut his newest 
documentary, “The Best We’ve Got: The Carl Erskine 
Story.” Join us as Special Olympics Indiana and Ted 
bring the film to a screen near you.



Hello, my name is Dorie Zipperle and I would like to take 
this opportunity to tell you about how Special Olympics
has positively affected me and millions of others like me, 
in Indiana and around the world.

Special Olympics participants are called athletes. Some 
of us are more athletic than others, but we all compete in 
at least one sport throughout the year. That competition is 
what brings us all together and binds us to one another. My 
sports have included 3-on-3 basketball, bowling, corn toss, 
track & field, snowshoe racing, volleyball and most recently 
golf. I’m better at some of those sports than others. 

Sometimes I win medals…sometimes I don’t. 

The Special Olympics Athlete Oath, recited before every 
competition, says: “Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me 
be brave in the attempt.”

It’s an important reminder that, as much as we all love to 
win, the opportunity to compete and learn and try our best 
at something should not be taken for granted. And Special 
Olympics athletes must be brave in everything they attempt, 
because instead of opportunities, people with intellectual 
disabilities often find obstacles wherever we go.

When I was in elementary school, the counselors said that I 
would never learn to do math or to read beyond a fifth-grade 
level. I also suffered from severe seizures until I was in middle 
school, and like a lot of kids with differences, was bullied and 

humiliated at times. It was very difficult to even 
hold my head up at times. But sadly, my 

story is not unique. 

Approximately 6.5 million people in 
the United States have an intellectual 
disability, and as many as 200 million 
worldwide. 

Nearly every one of them has experienced some form of 
discrimination or another challenge in their life.

But I am one of the lucky ones, because I have a family 
that has supported me and helped me work to overcome 
those obstacles. My parents, Robin and Brian, have always 
believed in my abilities and challenged me the same way they 
challenged my older siblings — Nicholaus, Katie, and Chris. 
They understood that sometimes my learning process takes 
a little longer: if it takes you an hour to learn something, it 
might take me all night. Special education was recommended 
but my parents didn’t think I really needed it.

So, when I was young, they were my tutors. They used 
homemade games, flashcards, silly songs, poems or whatever 
it took to help me learn and retain and relate schoolwork to 
real-world issues. I remember sitting for many hours at our 
kitchen table. And it worked!

By the time I reached high school as a 16-year-old 
freshman, my life was fairly normal. I played sports, I got 
good grades and I had some friends. My best friend was 
my brother, Chris, who was two years older. Chris always 
looked out for me and made sure that I was involved in 
social activities. And as much as I appreciated it at the time, 
it wasn’t until he passed away tragically in 2014 that I really 
understood how important that social interaction was to 
my life.

I was an adult by then. I had graduated from Our Lady of 
Providence High School and was working on the first of two 
associate degrees at Ivy Tech in Sellersburg. But losing Chris 
left a hole in my life that will never be filled. I was devastated, 
of course, but I was also lonely. And eventually, I started to 
feel like I wanted to meet some new people.

DORIE ZIPPERLE
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So in the fall of 2017, when I was 28 years old and finishing 
my second college associate degree, I became a Special 
Olympics athlete for the first time. And immediately, 
I found what I was looking for. 

As a member of Special Olympics Indiana’s Clark- Floyd 
Counties program, I have met a lot of fantastic people in 
the last four years, including athletes, coaches, volunteers 
and families. Many of these people are already life-long 
friends.

I started with bowling, a sport that I was fairly good at; 
but honestly, I never 
thought I would be 
selected to go to the 
state tournament 
or to do anything 
much beyond 
my local Special 
Olympics program. 
Well, I was wrong 
about that! As I 
got more involved, 
I discovered that 
Special Olympics 
sports are not just 
about rewarding those who are best at something.

So I did get to go to state, where I met even more great 
people. And in 2019, I had the honor of representing my 
county program at the annual Special Olympics National 
Unified Bowling Tournament, held in conjunction with 
the United States Bowling Conference (USBC) Open 
Championship in Las Vegas. My mom was my Unified 
Partner, and I’m proud to tell you that we brought home 
the gold for our division!

That was a great experience, and the opportunity to 
compete at the national level really meant a lot to me. 
But some of my favorite experiences with Special Olympics 
have come during practices or smaller events, where I get to 
meet new people and help new athletes find their place. 

Helping people really makes my day, and I often think 
of Chris in those moments because I know it would have 
made his day to be involved as a volunteer.

I also enjoy being a part of Special Olympics Indiana’s 
Athlete Leadership University, which empowers athletes 
and provides opportunities for us to learn and grow 
outside of sports. As a technology major, I’m learning some 
new skills and will be starting a podcast soon so I can help 
even more people feel connected.

Outside of Special Olympics, I lead an active, busy life. 
I work for Goodwill of Central and Southern Indiana, and 
I have a lot of fun giving fashion advice to customers. 
I’ve made plenty of friends there and frequently get to see 
several people I know from our community. In the last 11 

months, I’ve gone from 
part-time to full-time, 

helped in training 
new associates, and 
have been selected 
as employee of the 
month twice!
 
I’ve always loved 
photography 
and art (in fact, 

I have my own 
company called 

DMZ Lasting Impressions) and I 
would eventually love to work with animals. But Goodwill 

is a great place for me to be right now and provides 
the flexibility to work around all my Special Olympics 
practices, competitions and conferences.

And thanks to the support of my family and the Special 
Olympics community in helping me to find the bravery in 
myself, I see a future filled with possibilities, including living 
in my own house and launching my own business. 

And thanks to people like you, I know the future is bright 
for thousands of other Special Olympics athletes across 
the state.

DORIE ZIPPERLE



UNIFIED CHAMPION SCHOOLS
Special Olympics Indiana’s Unified Robotics State Competition 
for elementary students took place at Taylor University’s 
Kesler Student Activities Center, with 15 teams from across 
central Indiana competing for top honors.

The event was a collaboration with the School of Engineering and 
the School of Special Education, with two divisions each naming 
a champion. The student athletes spent eight weeks together, 
with their coach and partners to learn about robotics, build 
a moving robot, and design it to perform various tasks. 

The competition required them to evaluate their creations 
and compete against other robotics programs, which led to 
a wonderful experience for all 
participants.

Lisa Graham a Unified Champion 
Schools consultant for Special 
Olympics Indiana, said, “This 
Unified Sports experience 
provides a non-traditional 
sporting event that reaches 
student athletes that are not 
interested in running, kicking, 
or throwing a ball.”

These are the kids who love sitting for hours putting LEGOS 
together to create an original masterpiece. 

Unified Robotics gives them an opportunity to participate 
in something they are enthusiastic about, with a social and 
friendship element, while competing to be the best!”  
We have just reached an entirely new group of athletes!”

Marion Community Schools  communications director Patricia 
Gibson expressed her excitement for the inclusion of the local 
programs to be part of the event.

“Marion Community Schools is proud to be a part of the Unified 
Champion Schools program,” said Gibson. “We wish our students the 
best of luck this weekend in the competition!”

Justice Team coach Megan McAdams said, “I could not stop smiling, 
moving and just having a wonderful time. 

The students were so full of energy and excitement, and you could
 not help absorbing their energy and taking it home with you.”

“It encourages all students, of all abilities levels, to get involved in 
sports and activities for the fun of the experience.” said McAdams.

The Justice Team won the Amazing 
Movement award for programming a 
unique movement, lights and audio-voice-
over into the programming design. 

The also tied for second place in their 
division.

Riverview Elementary’s Robotic team 
consisted of students from multiple 
Marion Elementary Schools. The team 

placed first in their division, as well 
as winning the spirit Award for having 

the best decorated table, cheering for all the teams and having 
team spirit. 

The Unified Robotics program was initially introduced in the fall 
of 2020 after Special Olympics Indiana partnered with Marion 
Community Schools to further involve students in math and 
science outside of school.

 “It has been our pleasure to watch our athletes and helpers’ bond, 
join forces and work together to complete the common goal. We 

cannot wait for next year. We feel like we did an excellent job of 
dividing up our team into partners early on and each partner 

pair worked on building different parts of the tasks and 
robot,” said McAdams. “In the future, we will focus on 
building the robot first and the mission second. 
That way we can focus more on coding the robot 

and practicing with our code.”

    The event was a success for 
both the coaches and the 

teams that competed, and the 
schools are already looking to 

see what can be improved 
upon for next year.
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Chris has been a Unified Partner with Special Olympics 

Indiana for over 20 years. Some of his roles have been 

participating in Unified basketball, volleyball, softball, 

football, as well as a player, coach and pitching for coaches 

pitch softball. Chris thrives in multiple settings as he is an 

affable, lifelong learner. 

He provides humor as well as a calming presence throughout 

many situations and environments. Chris has also worked 

with the sports department volunteering for EKS and 

Sumer Games as a venue manager. As well as volunteering 

Chris is now a part of the Special Olympics team as a 

consultant promoting Unified Champion Schools (UCS) 

Initiative.

Chris said “his answer is always YES when it comes to 

Special Olympics”, which comes to show as The Akers 

Group(TAG) is now partnered with Special Olympics as a part 

of a targeted effort to expand the Unified Champion Schools 

program in urban areas and underserved communities 

beginning with Indianapolis.

The Akers Group is rooted in helping children and families 

through difficult situations by providing positive choices 

and fostering positive attitudes. 

They do this by serving families in a full range of services. 

Chris’ goal for this partnership is to get more schools and 

communities involved with the UCS program as it’s a total 

enhancement of leadership, sports, community and just 

opportunities in general as TAG is helping children and 

families make pro social decisions.

UNIFIED CHAMPION SCHOOLS
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   This experience has not only 

changed my life professionally 
but as well as personally. It has 
shown me how Unified Sports 
and community gives athletes 
a positive opportunity in an 
inclusive manner. 

IMPACT AWARD
DENNIS SCHMIDT
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BASKETBALL
Athlete   Thomas    Beatty
Athlete   John    Buckel
Athlete   Sam    Gambrel
Athlete   Calvin    Hanna
Athlete   Brenden    Harris
Athlete   Shane    Hill
Athlete   Billy    Mehl
Athlete  Willard    Sapp
Athlete  Chris    Vanarsdall
Athlete  John    Wheeler
Coach  Hal    Gambrel
Coach  Joe    Land
Coach  Joe    Pugh
   
 

BOCCE
Athlete   Lindsay    Hanna
Athlete  Amanda    Wilson
Partner  Mary     Albanese
Partner  Kristin    Schoonveld
Coach  Mark     Norris
   
 

BOWLING
Athlete  Alise     Hazelett
Athlete  Alexander  Kieffer
Partner  Donna      Hazelett
Partner  Abigale     Kieffer
Coach  Vince     Kieffer

GOLF
Athlete  Mark     Schweiterman
Athlete  Todd     Manion
Partner  John     Mercer
Partner  Caroline     Gibson
Coach  Lynne     Buckley Noble
   

SOFTBALL
Partner   Korey    Brock
Athlete  Matt    Colley
Athlete  Johnny    Davis
Athlete  Allen    Flack
Athlete  Ryan    Hale
Athlete  Devin    New
Athlete  Jeffery    Phillips
Athlete  Brent    Weidler
Athlete  Justin    Wilson
Partner  John    Davis
Partner  Shane    Hitch
Partner  Amber    Lancia
Partner  Jessica    McNeal
Partner  Robyn   New
Partner  Brian    White
Coach  Kirk    Hazelett
Coach  Laura    Lancia
Coach  Jeanne    New 

SWIMMING
Athlete  Katie    Baumgartle
Athlete  Shelly    Blattner
Athlete  Dagan    Everman
Athlete  Sam    Fawley
Athlete   Kendra    Franklin
Athlete  Liam    Price
Athlete  Josh    Reinking
Athlete  Kathleen  Williams
Coach  Victoria    Swif
Coach  Alexis    Jackson
Coach  Jon    Price
   

TRACK & FIELD
Athlete  Shelby   Baker
Athlete  Tori   Butler
Athlete  Josh   Fletcher
Athlete  Ashlyn   Heller
Athlete  Isaac   Kramer
Athlete  Dakota   Moore
Athlete  Andrew   Peterson
Athlete  Romano   Ritenour
Athlete  Braiden   Royal
Athlete  Melony   Salla
Athlete  Shannon   Wagner
Athlete  Heather    Zwingelberg
Coach  Andy    Hunnicutt
Coach  Juanita   Garten Eacret
Coach  Nicole   Nagel
Coach  Craig    Peterson

VOLLEYBALL
Athlete   John      Blackburn
Athlete  Madison     Cooper
Athlete  Brody     Holder
Athlete  Payton     Kemper
Athlete  Austin     Webster
Athlete  Zack     Wilber
Partner  Cory      Cooper
Partner  Gary      Cooper
Partner  Terri      Cooper
Partner  Darlene     Dietrich
Partner  Breanna     Webster
Partner  Russell     Wilber
Coach  Barb     Cox
Coach  Ashley     Russell
   

YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
Athlete  Bailey     Hughes
Partner  Mya     Mcnew
Mentor  Brenda     Strimple

STAFF 
HOD  Scott     Furnish 
PR & Media Elizabeth   Price
Families  Julie     Burkholder
Equipment Brad     Ehrlich
Health  Itzel     Graber
Health  Ben     Gregory
Health   Wes     Hartwell
Health  Elesia      Yoon
Head Coach Jackie     Maier
Athletic Trainer Stef     Morgan
Laundry  Rose     Terwiske
Team Security Thaddeus   Thomas

  

   

TEAM INDIANA

A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR TEAM INDIANA SPONSORS:



13 | SPECIAL OLYMPICS INDIANA

Top Female SO Athlete
649 Miles

Lilly 1,000 Mile Challenge Winners

Justin Holley   805 Miles
Andrew Peterson   601 Miles
Lynne Buckley-Noble 477 Miles
Shelbyb Baker  452  Miles
Eric Thorstad  397 Miles

Charlotte Husted  1,125 Miles
Dustin Mergott  675  Miles
Ellie Parker    645  Miles
Kim Melnick   520 Miles
Elizabeth Bearby  500  Miles
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YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
Athlete  Bailey     Hughes
Partner  Mya     Mcnew
Mentor  Brenda     Strimple

STAFF 
HOD  Scott     Furnish 
PR & Media Elizabeth   Price
Families  Julie     Burkholder
Equipment Brad     Ehrlich
Health  Itzel     Graber
Health  Ben     Gregory
Health   Wes     Hartwell
Health  Elesia      Yoon
Head Coach Jackie     Maier
Athletic Trainer Stef     Morgan
Laundry  Rose     Terwiske
Team Security Thaddeus   Thomas
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For decades young people have idolized professional 
athletes. Michael and Rebecca Furnish grew up in an era when 
those athletes became heroes. Unlike today, they weren’t 
multi-millionaire celebrities, but they nevertheless stood a 
little taller and shone a little brighter. Michael was certain of 
a future as a major league pitcher —  he idolized the Yankees 
and Mickey Mantle. Rebecca spent precious hours on the porch 
with her dad and their transistor radio listening to the St. Louis 
Cardinals, hearing players with names like 
Stan Musial and Bob Gibson.

Their allegiances shifted, however, when 
Michael and Rebecca got to know the 
person who struck out Mickey Mantle four 
times in a single World Series game.

Carl Erskine had a remarkable 12-year 
baseball career with the Brooklyn 
Dodgers  — highlighted by setting the 
World Series strike out record (14) in 1953 
and winning the World Series in 1955.  
When Michael and Rebecca were blessed 
by getting to know this man inside the 
myth, they realized they were standing in 
the shadow of an unshakable idol. 

If an idol should 
pull you 

forward 
with ambition, give your 
imagination wings and inspire 
you to be better, always better 
– then Carl is a perfect fit.

They learned about the Carl Erskine, who became the 
teammate of the great Jackie Robinson — and who 
embraced him as an equal and as a friend, regardless of
 the color barrier prevalent then. Carl refused to play that 
game. Carl walked on higher ground.

They learned that once Carl’s baseball career came to an end, 
he and his beloved wife, Betty, moved back to their 

hometown of Anderson— to a way of life 
they both held so dear. And it was there 
that their fourth child was born, a son 
named Jimmy who had Down syndrome.  

In 1960, babies like Jimmy were often 
given up to the state for lifelong 
institutionalization —growing up without 
family, without education, without 
affection or comfort.  

In fact, this was recommended to Carl and 
Betty, but Betty rose up with courage and 
love and said, “I carried him for the past 
nine months.  He’s going home with us.”  

They raised Jimmy out in the open, not 
in the shadows. As Jimmy’s parents, 
they became champions of people with 

intellectual disabilities. They, along with a generation of 
families with children like Jimmy, performed one of the 
greatest acts of humanity of all time. 

For more information about donating 
to Special Olympics Indiana or joining 

the Carl and Betty Erskine Planned 
Giving Society, contact:

Vice President of Development & COO 

Scott Furnish 
(317) 328-2000

sfurnish@soindiana.org
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Bringing their children into the community gave rise to 
Special Olympics and several other service organizations. 
Jimmy participated in Special Olympics Indiana for many years, 
and Carl and Betty were always there, high-fiving the parade of 
athletes, cheering at the finish line, attending every game. 

Today, Michael and Rebecca 
applaud and are pleased to 
support award-winning Hoosier 
documentary filmmaker Ted 
Green’s upcoming film “The 
Best We’ve Got, The Carl Erskine 
Story.” 

Now fans everywhere can hear 
the story of Carl watching 
cowboy movies from the Paramount Theatre’s balcony, 
because his best friend Johnny Wilson was prohibited from 
sitting on the main floor; the story of traveling with Jackie 
Robinson, who was prohibited from staying with the team 
at most hotels or eating dinner with the team at most 
restaurants; the story of Mrs. Lamey’s poodles; the story 
of Jimmy getting on the school bus for the first time and 
being cheered by the entire neighborhood.

Thanks to Carl, Special Olympics Indiana is a 
partner in this film project, and is also 
implementing an education project 
known as EPIC (Erskine Personal 
Impact Curriculum).  

Marjorie Ashby
Sherry & Bill Benner
Mary Bibler
Judi & Phil Bounsall
Carole Caselli
Danny & Debra Dean
Tom & Deb Easterday
Cathy & John Elzinga
Carl & Betty Erskine
Gerald Francis
Rebecca & Michael Furnish
Stanford Goldberg
Julie Hauck Goodrich

Catherine L. Harris
Richard Edward Hay
Mary Ellen Hission
Victoria Johnson
Phyllis Kingery
Genevieve Kubelius 
Larkin (Buzz) Lail
John F. McGinty
Lisa & Jeff Mohler
Bob & Sue Pensec
D. Craig Peterson & Family
Barbara Reed
Paul G. Reis & Mo Merhoff

Kelly A. Ries
William Saler
James K. Searles
Mark C. Sherman
Karen S. Sostack
Ron & Catherine Stiver
James E. Teall
John Vanderbilt
Joan E. Wheatley
Kathy Wyman
Jackie Lee York

These lessons and activities are meant to benefit Indiana’s 

schools by teaching the life story of Carl Erskine — the man, 

not the myth — his values, his integrity, his commitment to 

equality and inclusion, his love for the people of this 

world we share.

Michael and Rebecca are proud 
founding members in the Carl 
and Betty Erskine Planned Giving 
Society. Their planned gift (a 

bequest) is meant to inspire and 

support future parents, volunteers 

and Special Olympics athletes.  

It’s their hope that the stories of 
Carl, Betty, Jimmy, Johnny and 

Jackie are never forgotten. It’s their encouragement to you 
to look beyond the myth and into the heart, to always walk 

on higher ground.

For more information about donating 
to Special Olympics Indiana or joining 

the Carl and Betty Erskine Planned 
Giving Society, contact:

Vice President of Development & COO 

Scott Furnish 
(317) 328-2000

sfurnish@soindiana.org
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The Olympic flame is among the most recognizable and enduring 
symbols of competition the world over. Ignited in Greece before 
each edition of the Olympic Games, the flame is carried by torch 
relay to the host country in the months leading up to the Summer 
or Winter Olympics, where it then lights the cauldron during 
Opening Ceremonies. This flame represents continuity between 
the ancient and modern Olympics and is said to symbolize the 
indomitable will of Olympic athletes as they compete for their 
respective countries.

In the world of Special 
Olympics, a similar torch is 
carried by athletes into the 
Opening Ceremonies of local, 
state, national and world 
competitions each year. 

For the millions of athletes, 
volunteers, family members 
and supporters who make up 
the global Special Olympics 
community, our version of the 
Olympic flame symbolizes inclusion, courage, unity and 
most of all, hope. But Special Olympics athletes do not 
carry this Flame of Hope alone.

Known as Guardians of the Flame, more than 100,000 dedicated 
and compassionate law enforcement members around the world 
help to carry the flame each year as part of the Law Enforcement 
Torch Run® for Special Olympics (LETR). But like Special Olympics 
itself, the Torch Run is much bigger than any single event: as the 
largest public awareness vehicle and grass-roots fundraiser for 
our programs, the LETR is a year-round partnership encompassing 
volunteerism and fundraising through events including the Polar 
Plunge, Plane Pull, Tip-A-Cops and more. Since its inception in 
1981, this partnership has raised over $900 million for Special 
Olympics worldwide.

In June 1981, as six police officers from Wichita, Kansas carried a 
torch into a high school and started a movement that continues to 
grow each year, a young Michael Mack celebrated his graduation 
from Horace Mann High School in Gary and prepared to move 
to Indianapolis to pursue an education at IUPUI. Originally an 
engineering major (before later switching to criminal justice), 
Michael had little idea that he would one day become one of 
Indiana’s longest tenured and most reliable Guardians of

 the Flame.

Now approaching retirement after a 37-year 
career as an officer with the Indianapolis 
Police Department (IPD) and Indianapolis 
Metropolitan Police Department (IMPD), 
Michael looks back fondly on his nearly 
25 years as a volunteer and advocate for 
Special Olympics Indiana.

Growing up as the only boy in a family of 11, 
Michael credits his mother for instilling 

in him and his eight sisters the importance 
of volunteering and staying active in their 

community. Those values helped lead him to become involved in 
staffing a booth at the Indiana Black Expo as a young IPD officer 
and later joining a variety of causes, including Big Brothers of 
Greater Indianapolis, which named him volunteer of the year 
in 1991.

In the line of duty, Michael has been assigned to a wide variety of 
units, including vice, narcotics, property recovery  and arson but 
has similarly found his opportunities to give something back to 
his colleagues to be most fulfilling. As a training officer for the 
past 25 years, he finds motivation in the fact that he can be a 
positive influence for those who are just getting started in law 
enforcement while also learning from younger officers about new 
technologies and evolving police standards.

“I try to be a good sounding board, not be too critical,” he said. 
“One of the things I’ve learned working with Special Olympics 
athletes is that you’ve got to treat everybody equally and that is 
a really helpful mindset to have during training.”

But interacting with the public has become increasingly difficult for 
police officers in recent years amid growing animosity toward law 
enforcement, helping to further amplify the importance of being 
involved in efforts to make a positive impact on the community.

It’s exciting, but it will definitely be 
a challenge and I seem to get more 
motivated from the athletes than 
they do from me. I can be your 
cheerleader, but you motivate me 
more than you’ll ever know.

- Michael Mack
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“When people call the police, usually something very bad has happened, 
they see us on the worst days of their lives. Whereas, when I am involved 
in a Special Olympics event, it’s just completely different. It’s one of the 
few times outside of work where I don’t mind wearing my uniform because 
that’s how the athletes recognize me, and I know they will be happy to see 
me.”

After first joining the LETR when his commanding officer gave him an 
opportunity to earn a Saturday off by participating in the Torch Run leading 
up to the 1997 Indiana Summer Games, Michael has fully embraced his 
duty as a Guardian of the Flame and has volunteered for countless events 
and fundraisers for Special Olympics Indiana over the years. He has taken 
the Polar Plunge more than a dozen times, brought a team to the Plane 
Pull Challenge each summer, participated in numerous LETR International 
Conferences, and been involved in special events including the 2015 Unified 
Relay Across America (URAA), where he captained two teams. 

“Initially, I thought, ‘oh, this will be good for me I’ll get some exercise, interact 
with some new people.’ But meeting the athletes and seeing what they 
are capable of helped me to realize that Special Olympics is so much 
more than I thought. One athlete in particular, Katie Crawford (Washington 
Township), made a huge impression on me because she was so focused and 
dedicated. I couldn’t keep up with her — she was like the Energizer Bunny, 
she just kept going and going.”

In the years since, Special Olympics has become ingrained in the lives of 
Michael and his family. His children Morgan, Carsen and Garrett have been 
active as volunteers and Unified partners. And his wife, Holle, is nearly as 
involved as he is, even going so far as to plan her vacations from work 
around the annual LETR conference. 

“It’s always been a nice family event for me, but they keep coming 
back because they see the value in Special Olympics, too. It’s hugs and 
handshakes and high fives and tears of joy. The first time I took my wife to 
Opening Ceremonies (at the Indiana Summer Games), she was in tears. 
It was just such a good experience.”

In addition to building relationships with athletes like Katie and personally 
raising thousands of dollars to support Special Olympics Indiana’s year-
round programs and events, Michael has been a part of the Indiana LETR 
Leadership Team and has served for many years as the official LETR 
liaison to the Indiana State Fraternal Order of Police and FOP No. 86 
in Indianapolis. In this role, he works to recruit new officers to join the 
movement and become Guardians of the Flame in their own communities. 
And he plans to continue these efforts even after his retirement from the 
IMPD in 2022.

But before then, he’ll have the honor of representing Indiana alongside 
athletes and officers from across the nation in the “Final Leg” of the Law 
Enforcement Torch Run through the state of Florida in the weeks leading up 
to the 2022 Special Olympics USA Games in Orlando. This prestigious special 
event will help to usher in the start of national competition, where the 100 
members of Team Indiana will join some 5,500 athletes, coaches, and Unified 
partners from all 50 states and the District of Columbia in vying for medals. 
It also will be a fitting end to a long and distinguished career for our 2016 
Spirit of Special Olympics LETR Officer of the Year.
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In Honor Of:
Anthony Ingram
Buzz Lail
Carl Erskine
Dr. Curran in celebration of MD Day!
Finish Line Youth Foundation
Joseph Loy
Lorrie Woycik
Mark Zoll’s birthday
Richard Meyers
The work of Robb and Victoria Fine
Abby Macgregory

In Memory Of:
Andy Weikel
Anna Hammond
Armand “Michael” Phillips
Betty Border
Betty Wise
Bill Walker
Carroll Hamner
Cecil Shinault
Cheryl Govart
Cindy Kearns
Cynthia Kearns
DeLoss Wright Greenlee
Diane Hawes
Donna Crimmins
Doug Burton
Emma Kraus
Emmett Douglas Burton
Frances Brower
Gregg Barnes
Gregory “Shane” Costanzi
Haley R. Telle
Harald Reindorf
Heathor Ator
Jackie and Shirley Burgin
James McDaniel
Jane Bixler King
Jennifer Brower
Kevin Noble
Larry Darling and Elbert Bradshaw
Martin Groveman
Mathew Ripp
Mike Wehr
Patty Bagwell
Richard Macy
Ronald Muhlethaler
Rose Holt
Sharon Cash
Sheila Baker
Stephen Smith
Steve Geary
Susan De St. Jean
Tammy Bailey
Tom Turner
Virginia Mae Sizelove
William “Bill” Walker



If athletes are the lifeblood of the Special Olympics movement, 
then volunteers surely are its backbone. With a small paid staff 
headquartered in Indianapolis, Special Olympics Indiana relies on the 
selflessness and generosity of more than 10,000 volunteers each 
year to help make possible our continued efforts to engage 
people with intellectual disabilities across the state in a wide 
variety of year-round programs and events.

That volunteer force includes people of all ages and backgrounds; 
some are involved for just a single event while others live and breathe 
Special Olympics every single day of their lives. County coordinators, 
area directors, coaches, officials all are unpaid volunteers. These 
incredible people choose to give their time and talent to this 
organization over and over again because they believe in the ability 
of Special Olympics to create a better, more inclusive world for 
people of all abilities.

Kristin Schoonveld is one such individual, honored as our 2021 
Spirit of Special Olympics Volunteer of the Year for her 
outstanding efforts to help keep our athletes active and 
engaged throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.

After discovering a passion for working with people with intellectual 
disabilities while she was a student at North Central High School in 
the 1980s, Kristin first became involved as a volunteer with 
Special Olympics Indiana by assisting at local competitions and 

even attending Summer Games as a chaperone. 

That passion soon became a career but 
it wasn’t until she met Washington 

Township athlete Kelley Schreiner 
through her work and agreed to join 

the Washington Township Special 
Olympics Unified basketball 

team in 2011 that she said 
her volunteer journey 

truly began.

“Playing on that team was an exhilarating experience. I was 
definitely hooked immediately on the unique and upbeat energy 
everyone in that gym was giving off.”

Over the course of the past 11 years, Kristin has regularly served 
her local program in a variety of roles including Unified Partner, 
coach, mentor, fundraiser, driver and chaperone. She has helped to 
organize special events, to design and distribute flyers and athletic 
apparel, to transport and set up equipment and supplies for Summer 
Games, and to oversee the program’s Athlete Leadership Council. 
She has been an active participant in local and state fundraisers 
including an annual holiday wreath sale and Polar Plunge events 
at Butler University and Eagle Creek Park. 

Kristin is also a tremendous advocate for inclusion and 
empowerment, volunteering at the state level as an instructor for 
Athlete Leadership University and spearheading the development 
of the program’s Leadership Through Visual Arts curriculum.

“Volunteering is a wonderful way to connect and give back to 
our communities,” she said. “That’s why we are motivated in the 
first place to volunteer, right? The added bonus here is the truly 
unmatched level of jubilation and inspiration that you will see and 
feel each and every time you set foot at a Special Olympics event. 
It is intense and life changing.”

Kristin’s lifelong passion for making a difference in the lives of 
people with intellectual disabilities is evident to all who meet her, 
but like many of our most dedicated volunteers, her connection 
to Special Olympics Indiana is also personal: in 2018, she married 
Brian Schoonveld and adopted his son, Nick a Washington Township 
athlete and longtime friend who she first met nearly 30 years earlier 
while volunteering in his second-grade classroom at 
Nora Elementary School.

I continue to volunteer for 
Special Olympics because 
the deep, lifelong bonds with 
athletes, caretakers and other 
volunteers that I have formed 
these past 11 years keep me 
invested. As long as I am able, 
this is where you will find me!

- Kristin Schoonveld
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The incredible journey that brought Kristin, Brian, and Nick together 
after the passing of Brian’s wife, Grace, and included Kristin 
discovering the existence of a biological son conceived from eggs 
that she had donated in 1994 — recently the subject of a pair of 
stories published by The Indianapolis Star and People Magazine.

But for Nick, Kelley and their fellow athletes, Kristin is much more 
than a human-interest story. She is a friend, and someone who 
they can count on to make each day fun no matter the 
circumstances.

When health and safety concerns related to COVID-19 forced the 
suspension of Special Olympics Indiana’s in-person events and other 
activities in March 2020, Kristin quickly stepped up and helped to 
organize and lead a wide variety of virtual activities over Zoom, 
many of which continued throughout 2021. 

She has hosted everything from walking and exercise events to book 
clubs, movie and game nights, and even birthday parties, providing 
meaningful opportunities for athletes and volunteers to stay 
connected during an extremely difficult time. 

And last March, she held an adapted Polar Plunge event at her 
home, inviting athletes to take a dip into a wading pool in the 
driveway while maintaining social distancing protocols.

For all these reasons and more, Kristin was nominated in 2021 by 
the Washington Township management team for our annual Spirit 
of Special Olympics Volunteer of the Year Award, which she was 
officially presented by our Board of Directors at the 2021 State 
Conference. And she has no plans of slowing down any time soon.

We are thrilled to have celebrated our 10 year 
partnership with Special Olympics in 2021. 

Whether it’s athletes getting fitted for shoes by 
our store associates or our employees witnessing 

the delight athletes display in competition, Special 
Olympics brings immense joy to our company.

Marty Posch Executive Director 
JD Finish Line Youth Foundation

On behalf of 32,600 Knights of Columbus, we are 
honored and humbled to be major sponsors of Special 
Olympics Indiana, knowing the importance and value 

of all the activities that are conducted year-round. With 
the Polar Plunge just being completed, we now focus on 
the Summer Games in Terre Haute. Again, the Knights of 
Columbus will be volunteering at the Bocce Ball event, 

and we look forward to welcoming all the athletes back, 
watching them excel at what they love!

Craig Hanusin, State Deputy
Indiana State Council

Master Trooper Tommy Walker Jr.
Indiana State Police

Master Trooper Tommy Walker Jr.
Indiana State Police

Indiana law enforcement officers look forward  to 
returning to more in-person fellowship with our 
athletes in 2022 as we have more events! I look 

forward to rejuvenating Indiana police officers and 
adding more Indiana police officers and agencies to 

the ranks of the Guardians of the Flame of Hope!

For many Duke Energy employees, including me, 
volunteering with Special Olympics is one of our 

favorite opportunities to serve. The athletes and the 
committed staff of Special Olympics Indiana inspire us, 
which is why we have supported and volunteered with 
the organization for more than 40 years. The athletes 

show us how to be champions and exhibit great 
sportsmanship whether they win or lose. They work 

hard training for their events, enjoy their opportunity to 
compete , and eagerly try again if they 

fall short — all life lessons that transcend sports.

Stan Pinegar
President Duke Energy Indiana



20 | SPECIAL OLYMPICS INDIANA

PLANE PULL TEAMS

CHAMPION 
$5,000+         

CIRCLE OF HONOR 
$1,000+2021 PLANE PULL CAPTAIN

State Farm 
Indiana State Prison              

John Cole
Donna Garrett

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE 
 $2,000-$4,999

CHAviators 
AECOM Hunt Green Aero Team 
Butler, Fairman & Seufert 
Plainfield Correctional Facility 
Quik Force One 
WMPD Plane Pullers 
Team Single Source 

Mark Luther
Tom Ashley Jr.
Abigail Shuck
Sarah Tellechea
Jennyfer Rivera
Jim Beebe
Greg Bendel

Wilhelm Warriors 
Matt Dixon and Friends 
Hamilton County Strong 
Anthem 
National Air Traffic Controllers Association CPC’s 
POLARIS Pull Squad 
Shelbyville Golden Bears 
The Nameless Wonders 
St. Malachy Knights of Columbus Council 12540 
Ascension St. Vincent Critical Care Transport Team 
The Farm — Putnamville Correctional Facility 
Orbeasts 
Pulling for Drew 
Allegion 
Cargill Cornies
Joink,LLC Juggernauts 
Kimley-Horn 
Knights of Columbus Team 1 
Wabash Valley Correctional Facility   

CAPTAIN             
John Knipe
Matt Dixon
William Howard
David Watt
Jennyfer Rivera
McCallister Bradford
Renee Gardner
Justin Schneider
Paul Zielinski
Gary Haston
Michael Duregger
Elesia Yoon
Lesley Kay

Toni Connell
Tim McCormbs
Eric Flacable
Mike Lewis
Teresa Littlejohn 

CAPTAIN             
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2021 POLAR PLUNGE 
TOP FUNDRAISERS

CHAMPION 
$5000+

Brian Brandolini 
Jeremy Stout 
Christine Birch 
Jim T. Helfrich 
Stacy Reese 
JD Masingo 
Bobbie R. Binggeli 
Blake Cain 
Steve L. Binggeli 
Marty Posch 
Paul Kaiser 
Matt C. Dixon 
Crysta Coble 
Brad Schultheis 
Becky Warren 
Daniel LeRose 
Katlin D. Slough 
Katherine B. Custer 
Jay Hile 
Christopher H. Morrison 
Connor Dickerson 
Brenda Hassfurther 
Kelly Shields 
Lin C. Hanna 
Ryan D. Carr 

Dave E. King 
Scott Ernstberger 
Chukie Nwokorie 
Todd Sheely 
Owen Menchhofer 
Evelyn Davis 
Jacquelyn Smith 
Tony Kleinschmidt 
Kelly A. Ries 
Lydia Mohler 
Veronika Slivova 
Samuel D. Fawley 
Buzz L. Lail
Gabby Aders 
Steve Hanson 
David Prokop 
Katie Vettickal 
Katelynn Alvey 
Olivia Morrison 
Dorie Zipperle 
Cindy M. Denney 
Carey Huls 
Christopher Wei 
Greg Bendel 
Kelsey Gembala 
Mary K. Schmitt 
Sean Darr 
Eric Harvey 
Elizabeth E. Stepek 
Mindy A. Schultz 
Lisa Jegen 
Meigan S. Vest 
Nathan Rinks 
Kerry Gill 
Michael Lewis 
Charles Smith

CIRCLE OF HONOR
$1,000-$1,999

Randy S. Parker 
Lynne Buckley Noble 
Alan Bodenstein 
Doug J. Melton 
Rose A. Terwiske 
Steven Binggeli Jr.
Kel Preston 
Mark C. Sherman 

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE  
$2,000-$4,999

Jared Cave 
Praxis Consulting 
Sigma Tau Gamma Alumni 
Tim E. Kramer 
Nicholas Schoonveld 
Carrie Leibering 
Casey N. Slaughter 
Chelsea E. Davis 
Jonathan C. Phillips 
Stephani M. Lane 
Toni L. McDonald 
Matt Nicholson 
Ashley Hankins 
Sydney K. Baines 
Kieran McKeever 
Kristin E. Schoonveld 
Michael Peterson 
Connie A. King 
Rob J. Allen 
Shelby L. Woodsmall 
Brady Riley 
Deann Anson 
Andrew D. Peterson 
Valerie Bendel 
Jacqueline S. Waggoner 
Paul F. Jegen 
Jennifer Vaught 
Abigail M. Shuck 
Scott Balthus 
Ellen A. Hanselman 
Kristi R. Yarbrough 
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THE WINNER’S CIRCLE | INDIVIDUALS

John Huber
Tony Hughes
Andrew Hunnicutt
Melinda Hunnicutt
Jo Ellen Ironmonger
Jeanine L. and James D. Isham
Karina James
Tim Jansen
Mr. Lou Jenkins
Amy Kelley
Karen A. Kennelly
Jim and Amp; Kristi Kerr
Carrie Kozyrski
Barbara W. Kroemer
Roger Knies
 Joe Kraszczyk
George E. Lanning
Burch Lin
Michael Lutterbach
Kelli Mclaughlin
Julayne McNary
Ava Martin
Ross D. Maue
Mark and Rhonda Mayhew
Doris McKee
Neil McTavish
Owen Menchhofer
Robert and Kay Mingle
Edward R. Mongoven
Susan Moser
Bart Mulzer
Matt Nicholson
Pamela Olson
Louis A. Paolillo
Jeff Peirce
Robert J. Pensec
Ellen Pesch
Craig Peterson
Nick A. Pressley
Suzanne Price
Judy Randall
Daniel Rezits
Dr. Kimberly Roop
Ms. Shirley Ruegsegger
Trent J. Sandifur
Lester Sandoe
Ryan Schad
Dr. Richard and Pat Schreiner
Dorothy Scott
Shannon Scott
Robert Setnicker
Layla N. Spanenberg
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Spolnik
Stuart Stiller
Anthony and Sally Stites
Ronald and Catherine Stiver
 Eric Strassheim
Timothy F. Sullivan
Tony Sweet
Konrad Szymanski
Maggie Tassaro
Tim Thoman
William H. Toedebusch
Glen Turner
Jerry Turner
Teresa O. Waltz
Andy Weas
Darryl Whittington
Margaret Wiley
John B. Winkle
Lezlie Wood
Jeffery Wylie
Robert Wynne
Kenneth Youga
Bruce D. Young

Gold
($500- $999)

Craig Alvis
Greg and Ann Andrews
Deann Anson
Cynthia Arnold
Sean And Toni Ash
Glen Baines
Linda J. Baker
Andrew Barnum
Joe Bash
Denise Bashore
Nancy Bauer
Bradley J. Baumgartner
Mr. John R. Baumgartner
Elizabeth Bearby
Sherry and Bill Benner
Ramona Berg
Leonard Bertolami
Maureen Betts
Rita Bianchi
Pamela Bivens
Thomas Blackburn
John Brand
Thayer and Lillian Brand
Joyce Branam
Victoria Brock
John A. Brouwer
Stephanie Burkhart
Julie A. Burkholder
Matthew Burnett
Lauren Busby
Enid M. Callaghan
Ronald Carmichael
M. A. Carr
Daniel Cavallini
Ana Chacon
Oscar Chacon
Stephen L. Chapman
Edward Chester

Donald R. Christenson
Carol Clark
Joseph R. Clark
Barbara Conard
Sara Condit
Mark Condon
Terrence P Corrigan
Jeri Corwin
David Cosby
Norman Cowart
Frank Criniti
Thomas Current
Pat B. Custer
Patricia Dekker
Robert Dinnsen
Ann Doddridge
Jean Dolezal
Tom and Ruth Dooling
Michael Doyle
Marcella Duncan
Barbara Duncombe
Ann East
Matthew Eberflus
Mr. Zach Eckert
John Edgeworth
Howard Eigen
Carrie Ellspermann
Rick and Katie Falcione
Douglas Feuerhelm
Frances Fitzmaurice
Erin Flynn
Merlin Foresman
Donald Fowler
Loretta S. Frank
Nathan Fraser
William Freihofer
Mr. and Mrs. Fuehrmeyer
Ed and Phyllis Gabovitch
Greg Gaines
William Gaither
Norbert I. Gapczynski
Jeff Garfield
Judy Garland
Juanita Garten Eacret
William Gervasio
Marianne Glick
Karla H. Gonzalez
Derek Grandt
Kelly Gratien
Bruce H. Gregory
Vince Grell
Mark Hagen
Bonnie Hand
Craig Hanusin
Robert Hargarten
Lisa Hartzburg
Daniel Hartzler
Ted Heavrin
John Heffernan
Tom Heldt
Richard Hennessey
Michael Herman
Henry E. Hershberger
Brittany Hicks
Robert J. Hicks
Robert Hillman
Mr. and Mrs. Hines
Dr. and Mrs. Carl Holl
Edna Holz
Peggy Hoover
William Hoover
Robert Horsley
Brian Hosking
Cindy Howard
Mr. and Mrs. Hublar
Jeanette Hubler
Candice Husted
Virginia Jacobs
Adam Jasperson
Janet L. Johnson
Betty Jones
David Jones
Steven Keator
Cynthia and Craig Keller
Bradley Kendall
Arlene Kennedy
Ronald Ketron
Shirley J. Ketron
Jason and Jennifer Kimmell
Connie A. King
Randy King
Robert D. Kitchell
Rita C. Kleinschmidt
Robert J. Kloeker
Stuart Kleopfer
Ms. Georgia Knotek
Carol Knox
Bob and Teri Krafft
Todd W. Kramer
Richard F. Krull
Gregory Kuhn
Karen Kwilosz
Dr. Jennifer Lail
Stephani M. Lane
Donna Lantis
Debbie Leach
Steve Leisinger
Michael E. Leonard
Carla Levy
James Lind
Rob Louthain
John Ludwig
Rita Lung
Mary Lynch
James Malooley
Julius Marburger
Christine Martin

Katherine E. Taylor
Kelli Thoele
Sandy Thompson
Jane Timms
Dr. James and Linda Trippi
Ben Trockman
Jeanne Tyler
Salina Vargas
Anita Victorian-Morrow
Robert and Debra Vitoux
Rex A. Voorheis
Robert W. Walker
Brad Watson
John Wedig
Joan Wheatley
Nancy White
Brenda Wilhelm-Waggoner
Bradley D. White
Jim Whitehead
Lisa Wichterman
Kyle Wieland
Daniel Wierda
Fred Wiese Jr
Ramona Wilcox
Sandy Willett
John Willis
Robert A. Wittman
Rosemary L. Wyatt
May Yuan
Nancy J. Zimmerman
Scott Zombik
Jake A. Zupancic
Tom Zupancic
James Zink and Matt Holm
Michael Zweig

Silver
($350-$499)

Gabriel Alejandro
Kenneka Alexander
Teresa Alexander
Dean Almas
Lorie  Amick
Linda Anderson
Sean and Toni Ash
Dr. Attila and Rose Nakeeb
David A. Barnes
Marshall I. Baumer
Mark L. Beakas
Wayne Beck
Greg Bendel
Michael Benjey
Ramonav Berg
Colleen Blair
Ron Bonar
Barbara Botka
Ella Boyd
Mark Boyle
Dean K. Brankle
Lawrence Breen
Max Brock
Victoria Brock
Martin A. Brockman
David Burget
Julie Burns
William Buzan
Katherine Carlson
Sirina N. Cassidy
Michael A. Catania
William Cavanaugh
Arthur C. Clark
Cassaundria Coleman
William Colling
Charrisa Copenhaver
Cara I. Coppins-Clark
Paul Corsaro
Judith Cotterman
Gretchen Craig
Barbara Cross
Julie Curtis
Katherine B. Custer
Tammy S. Dahl
Larry G. Dahl
Justin Davis
Evelyn Davis
Paulette Dehart
Rich Delgado
Judith Desomer
Dennis and Liz Dininger
Jean Dolezal
Janet F.  Dunn
Geraldine Falaschetti
Samuel D. Fawley
Douglas Feuerhelm
Frances Fitzmaurice
Bill Floyd
Jeffrey Foerster
Jean E. Ford
Jennifer Francis
William Freihofer
Steven  Fulmer
Thomas Galullo
Renee  Gardner
Harold Gilmore
Erika Gilmore
Libby Godlove
Robert Goulet
Derek Grandt
Dr. Jean Grever
Jeff Hadden
Tonya Hanna
Latricia Harper
Joseph J. Harris
Michael Harwood
Jon Haug

Tim F. Martin
Agustin Martinez
Steve Martinez
Margaret Massey
Andrew McAllister
McComb Family Foundation, 
Inc.
Amy McCormick
Bonnie S. McDougle
Mary McGhiey
Sadiqa Mian
Nicole Mikels
Jenny Miles
Andrew Miller
Rebecca R. Miller
Thomas Miller
H. Mohler
Mark and Viann Mohler
Jamie Moore
Jackie and Jim Morris
Michelle Morrow
Steve and Michelle Moss
James Murphy
Stephanie Murray
Paula Myers
Paul Nash
Lynne L. Newlon
Tara Noll
Justin Noppert
Greg Nordhoff
Kathleen North
Sarah O Keeffe
Alan O’Rear
April Oakes
Carli Obeirn
Samuel Odle
Jorge Olivares
Dwight A. Ott
Ashley Padgett
Mrs. Richard Palacios
Mike Palma
Dorothy J. Patton
Jeff Paul
Barbara J. Pauley
Bogdan Pesut
Doug Petitt
Grady Phillips
Noel Phillips
Fred and Jan Pigott
James Pinyerd
Nathan Pixley
Mr. Bradley L. Prather
Vanessa Pressgrove
Alice Prickett
Sarah Ramon
Brad Ray
Lee Ann Reinholt
Joshua Reinking
Kathryn M. Reitz
Jerel Reynolds
Kelly A. Ries
Carl Riggen
John T and Tammy L Roach
Donald R. Robison
James Roe
Connie L. Rohrig
Steven R. Romans
Debra Rorie
Andris E. Ross
Roger E. Roudebush
Nick J. Runnebohm
Sandra Rynalski
Janelle Sabo
Frank Sasso
John B. Scheidler
John Scheidler Sr
Debra S. Schlueter
Mary K. Schmitt
Sue Scholer
Jeanette D. Schouweiler
Patricia Schreiner
Ralph Schwenk
Mr. and Mrs. Schwenk
Jennifer A. Segrist
Margaret Shaffer
Beth Shields
Tim Shields
Thomas K. Shine
Todd A. Shuck
Andrew Skaggs
Patricia L. Slater
Cj Slifer
Veronika Slivova
Christian Slough
Corinne Smith
Dawn Smith
Francie Smith
Jane E. Smith
Richard J. Smith
Helen L. Sparks
Joseph M. Spencer
Jerry Spindler
Douglas E. Stark
Thomas G. Staugler
Elizabeth E. Stepek
Margaret Stephenson
Karen Sterchi
Stacy L. Stevens
Connor Stoesz
Donna Stout
Jeremy Stout
Christine Struthers
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Sullivan
David C. Sullivan
David Sullivan
David A. Swanson
Stanley P. Taraska

 

Champion 
($5,000+)

Anonymous
James Callaghan
Peter F. Dewitt
R. Bruce Dye
Charles Hetrick
Gordon F. Homes
Andrew F. Hunnicutt
Vicki James
Brian Kilmeade
Paul Lipps
Mr. Frederick Mesenbrink
Lisa and Jeff S. Mohler
Elaine Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Ording
Jason G. Parrish
Carolyn Robinson
Brian Ross
Cynthia and Ronald Rossiter

Leadership Circle
($2,000-$4,999)

James Archambault
Mike Barber
Patrick Carney
Robert Dallas
Ned E. Derhammer
Connor Dickerson
Martin Dickey
Vincent Edwards
Adam Fink
Kellie Foster
Ronald B. Foster
Tammy Fugett
Melissa Greenwell
Van Gurley
Steve Johnson
Kelly M. Kemper
Adam and Mikah Konst
Terri K. Kriston
Carrie and Justin Leibering
Dennis G. Martin
Lori T. McPeak
Jim and Judy Mohler
Elaine M. Morris
Russ and Lynne E. Noble
Brad Pearsey
Paul G. Reis and Mo Merhoff
Kristin E. Schoonveld
Brad Schultheis
Mark C. Sherman
Sandy Shields
Amy Spoerner
Rose A. Terwiske
Brian Thompson
Patricia Turner
Mary Nell Williams

Cirlce of Honor
$1,000- $1,999)

Kevin and Lisa Aders
Mr. Joshua Annin
Marilyn M. Ault
Douglas K. Barney
Madison Bartley
Brian K. Baumgartle
Deb Becker
Gary Biggot
Jeff Bills
Gene Bowers
Brian Brandolini
Rebecca Brice
Ted Brown
Kevin Burns
Betty L. Burton
David Byers
Abigail A. Campbell
Troy Chandler
Matthew Chase
Sheila Cleary
Andrew B. Cohoat
Corrie Conrad
Michelle Cooper
Neekol Dalton
George Dietrich
Matt C. Dixon
Michael and Joanna Donovan
Tom and Deb Easterday
Mr. and Mrs. Elpers
Joann M. Fattic
Dennis Fenwick
Eric Fiacable
Adam Fischer
Wayne L. Fisher
Kathryn L. Flamion
Dorothy Forth
Gerald Francis
Robert P. Fuller
Scott W. Furnish
Hal Gambrel
Beth Goldsmith
Brenda L. Gouker
Elizabeth A. Graf
Elaine Gres
Janet K. Grube
Frank Gumino
Susan Hanna
Paul Hartman
Jim T. Helfrich
Susan Hill
Florence Hobby
Lori Holt
Brian M. Hosking

Elizabeth Hausser
Mike Hensley
Bethany Hertog
Matthew Hilfiger
Dawn Horth
Dylan Houck
Jodi J.  Houghton
Mr and Mrs. Hublar
Lisa Hudak
Jonathan  Israels
Virginia Jacobs
Lucille Johnson
Vicki L. Jordan
Donald Kaegebein
Patricia Keene
John D. Kimbley
Katrina King
Robert Kloeker
Patrick  Kozlowski
Douglas Kunce
Thomas and Sandra Labarbera
Thomas J. Labuzienski
Buzz L. Lail
Theresa Lamb
Winifred Lampton
Brandon Lang
Thomas  Lapsley
Michael Lassiter
Staci M. Lauer
Siobhan M. Laughlin
James W.  Leach
Mark Boyle Lecy
Julio Lemus
Mariana Leyva
Donald E. Lindsay
Hi Lynch 
Jan Macy
Frank  Martinez
Julie  Mccormick
James A. McCullough
Susan L. McDowell
Christine McFadden
William McIver
Jeni J. McPheron
Judith K. McWilliams
Sharon Meier
Pauletta Miles
John Mill
Thomas Miller
Cynthia Miller
Ronald Millies
Abby Morones
Susan Moser
Howard Nixon
Stacy O’Gara
James Patterson
Dorothy J. Patton
Thelma Pekingpaugh
Christopher Pfingston
Jan Phelps
Melanie and John Philippsen
David P. Pinkston
Ron P.  Pluchel
Kellie Porter
Bea Pozdzal
Barbara Price
David Price
David Pruis
Lisa Ranck
Thomas  Ray
Carl M. Reinholt
Kathryn Reitz
Justin Reuter
Tim E. Rice Rice
James Rivich
Louis Rodino
Scott  Rolston
Vicki C. Rude
Vicki C.  Rude
Richard Ryan
Sam A. Sample
Russ and June Sanders
Mitch  Schulz
Theresa Secondino
Kevin and Dawn Shank
Justin Skains
Mike Skrzyniarz
Lisa and Amp Smirz
Haley Smith
John Sommer
Tom Sourlis
Kristin H.  Srour
Ann Starrett
Mitchell D. Stayer
Kelly Strange
Steve C. Stupariu
David A. Swanson
Sally A.  Tallman
Jason Tampauskas
Phil Taylor
Robert Taylor
Robert Tellstrom
Teresa Thixton
Hal  Thomas
Patricia  Thomas
Elizabeth Tuller
Michael Vogelsang
Paul J. Weaver Jr.
William Weinstein
Christian Wicke
Laura Wilkerson
Alice F. Williams
Erin L. Williams
Kat Winton
Lisa Wylie
Teresa  Yount
James A. Zimmerman
Tracy  Zwingelberg
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Corporate
Champion
($50,000 + )

Duke Energy
JD Finish Line Local Impact Grant
The Estate of Jackie Lee York
Law Enforcement Torch Run (LETR)
Indiana Knights of Columbus
Indiana High School Athletic Association (IHSAA)

Gold 
($20,000 + )

American Family Mutual Insurance Company
Anonymous
Casey’s General Stores
The Duke Energy Foundation
Eli Lilly and Company Foundation, Inc.
John F. McGinty Estate
Marjorie Ashby Trust
Ohio Mills, Inc.
Orchard Software
Smith Fuqua Foundation
Steel Dynamics, Inc.

Silver 
($10,000 + )

AWS Foundation
Bank of America
dnata USA
FedEx Express
The Hometown Foundation, Inc.
Indiana AMVETS Dept. Service Foundation Inc.
Indiana Grocery Group LLC dba Strack & Van Til
Indiana State Department of Health
Indianapolis Indians
Jim Ellis Golf Fund
Nicholas H. Noyes Jr. Memorial Foundation
Old National Bank Foundation
Pacers Sports & Entertainment
Pi Kappa Alpha-Theta Omicron
Robert G. & Imogene M. Taylor Memorial Charitable 
Trust
Ruoff Mortgage, Inc.
Sigma Nu Beta Eta Chapter
Toyota Motor Manufacturing Indiana, Inc.

Bronze 
($5,000 + )

3 Rivers Federal Credit Union
Anthem Blue Cross & Blue Shield
Ball Brothers Foundation
Cecil A. & Mabel Lene Hamman Foundation, Inc.
CenterPoint Energy Foundation
CHA
Coca-Cola Consolidated Inc., Mid-West Market Unit
Core SVA West Lafayette State Street LLC
E & B Paving, Inc.
Eagle Riders 927
GE Aviation
Indiana F.O.P. Foundation, Inc.
Indiana Section PGA of America
Indiana State Prison
Indianapolis Colts
Its Your Race
Jaggers
John W. Anderson Foundation
Mary Ellen Hission Estate
OmniSource Corporation
The Sherman Family Charitable Trust
Taft Stettinius Hollister LLP
The Thomas P. & Sondra D. Sheehan Charitable 
Foundation
United Healthcare
Valparaiso Kiwanis Club Foundation, Inc.

Blue Ribbon 
($2,500 + )

Abate of Indiana
Anderson Sertoma Club
Apex Behavioral Services LLP
AVC Auto
Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc.
City of Lawrenceburg
Community Auctions
The Community Foundation of Muncie & Delaware 
County, Inc.
Duke Energy Corporation PAC
Eventbrite Inc.
Ferraro Behavior Services LLC
Fine Promotions Inc.
Fraternal Order of Police Grand Lodge Auxiliary
Graycor Services Llc
Hancock County Community Foundation, Inc.
Infocision
Invst, LLC
James O. and Alice F. Cole Foundation
Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies
Kroger (Kroger Community Rewards)
Lions of Indiana Multiple District 25
National Fraternal Order of Police Foundation
Needler’s Fresh Market
NK Hurst Co Inc
Randle Family Foundation
Remington Seeds LLC
Resmer and Ryan Orthodontics LLC
Sandcreek Township Trustee
Sertoma Club of Broad Ripple
Sons of the American Legion Squad 331
Teachers Credit Union
Terre Haute Convention & Visitors Bureau

Supporting 
($1,000 + )

Acura Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Adam E. Naab Foundation
The Al & Dinah Plewniak Fund
Allegion
Alles Foundation Inc.
Alpha Sigma Alpha Sorority
Amazon
American Legion Post No. 31
American Specialty Insurance & Risk Services, Inc.
American Stave Co., LLC dba Blue River Wood 
Products
BAM Outdoor Inc.
Beam Longest & Neff LLC
The Ben and Pat Bush Fund
Bendix Commercial Vehicles System LLC
Benton County Special Needs Inc.
Bill’s Produce Inc.
Birge & Held Asset Management LLC
Branchville Correctional Facility
Bridges of Indiana
Buckthorn Ranch LLC
Bunzl USA, Inc.
C & M  Smith Restaurants, Inc.
Cargill
Central Indiana Community Foundation
Central Indiana Educational Service Center
Central Supply Company, Inc.
The Charles & Patricia Wyman Charitable Fund
CNHI LLC.
The Columbus Foundation
Community Health Network
CyberGrants
DAK Americas, LLC
Dilling Group, Inc.
Dot Foods
Dubois County Community Foundation, Inc.
E’ville Iron Street Rods
Ed Martin of Anderson
Ellen Myers Insurance
EquiTeam LLC
Expressway Chevrolet
Farneys Service Center
The Finish Line, Inc.
Fink Roberts & Petrie
First Wing Jet Center
Flint & Walling Inc.
FOE Aerie 231
FOP Lodge 86
Fort Recovery VFW Auxiliary Post 6515
Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie #1771
Frederick Benson Trust/First Financial Bank
Gatorade Play It Forward Fund
Greencastle Wings dba Buffalo Wild Wings
Greensburg Rotary Club
Horton
IHSAA Foundation
Imagination Graphics
Indiana ABLE Authority
Indiana Criminal Justice Association Inc.
Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad Company
Indiana University Health
Indiana Widows Sons Motorcyle Association, 
Tenets Chapter
Indy Eleven
IPMG
Iron Timbers
Joink LLC
Kappa Kappa Kappa Inc
The Kay LaMont Charitable Foundation
Kiwanis Club of Auburn Inc.
Kiwanis Club of Lebanon
Knauss Property Services LLC
Lafayette Breakfast Optimist Club
LEADers Indy
Line Drive Sports Productions LLC
Logansport Savings Bank
Lukes Country Inn LLC
Macallister Machinery Company
Madison Correctional Facility
Madison County Community Foundation, Inc.
Marian Inc.
Masingo Law Office, PC
McDonald’s of Terre Haute
Mechanical Contractors Association Of Indiana, Inc.
Melvin Family Trucking LLC
Midwest Design Group
Milestone Contractors South, LLC
Mister Quik Home Services
Monticello Christian Church, Inc.
Moore Restoration, Inc.
New Castle Correctional Facility
New Point Volunteer Fire Dept.
OmniSource
Pay It Forward Johnson County, Inc.
Personall Financial Services, LLC
PFS Community Foundation
Plainfield Correctional Facility
Polar Leasing Co.
Portland Lions Club
Putnam Co. Comprehensive Services
Ragle, Inc.
Ray’s Trash Service, Inc.
RDC Activity Committee
Residential Clinical Services, Inc.
Rhino Hospitality Lodging & Consulting
Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated
Ryan Fire Protection Inc.
Schuetter Family Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
SCI Membership Community Fund
Select Commercial Services
Southeastern Indiana REMC
St. Elizabeth Healthcare
Star Financial Bank

Unified Champion Schools 
Banner Winners:  High Schools

Beech Grove High School
Blackford High School
Bloomfield High School 
Bloomington High School 
North Carmel High School
Carroll High School (Ft. Wayne)
East Noble High School
Edinburgh High School
Elkhart High School
Evansville North High School
Fishers High School
Floyd Central High School
Fort Wayne North Side High School 
Goshen High School
Hamilton Southeastern
Harrison High School (West Lafayette) 
Indian Creek High School
Kankakee Valley High School 
Lafayette Central Catholic
LaPorte High School
Lewis Cass High School
Madison Consolidated High School 
Madison-Grant Jr/Sr High School 
McCutcheon High School
Missinewa High School
Morristown High School
Mount Vernon High School (Posey) 
Muncie Central High School
North Knox Junior/Senior High School 
Perry Meridian High School 
Shelbyville High School
South Bend Riley High School
South Bend Washington High School 
South Ripley High School 
Tippecanoe Valley High School
Tri-West High School
Valparaiso High School
Vincennes Lincoln High School
West Lafayette High School 
Yorktown High School

Unified Champion Schools 
Banner Winners: Middle Schools

Brownsburg West Middle School 
Dennis Intermediate School 
Edinburgh Middle School 
Hibberd Intermediate School 
Lowell Middle School
Mt. Vernon Middle School 
South Ripley Jr. High School 
Test Intermediate School 
Tippecanoe Valley Middle School 
Tr-West Middle School

Unified Champion Schools 
Banner Winners: Elementary Schools

Akron Elementary School
Arlington Elementary School
Boone Meadow Elementary School 
Bridgepoint Elementary 
Center Grove Elementary School 
Charles Elementary School
Crestdale Elementary School
Eagle Elementary School 
Fairview Elementary School
Franklin Square Elementary School 
Fred J. Hums Elementary School 
Manchester Elementary School
Manchester Intermediate School 
Milroy Northview Parkwood Elementary 
School 
Pleasant View Elementary-Zionsville 
Plesant Ridge Elementary 
Riverside Elementary School
Rushville Elementary School 
East Rushville Elementary School 
West Stonegate Elementary School
Union Elementary School
Vaile Elementary School
Westview -Jonesboro Westview 
Westview- Richmond

2020-21 NATIONAL 
Banner Winner:

North Knox High School

Elizabeth Hausser
Mike Hensley
Bethany Hertog
Matthew Hilfiger
Dawn Horth
Dylan Houck
Jodi J.  Houghton
Mr and Mrs. Hublar
Lisa Hudak
Jonathan  Israels
Virginia Jacobs
Lucille Johnson
Vicki L. Jordan
Donald Kaegebein
Patricia Keene
John D. Kimbley
Katrina King
Robert Kloeker
Patrick  Kozlowski
Douglas Kunce
Thomas and Sandra Labarbera
Thomas J. Labuzienski
Buzz L. Lail
Theresa Lamb
Winifred Lampton
Brandon Lang
Thomas  Lapsley
Michael Lassiter
Staci M. Lauer
Siobhan M. Laughlin
James W.  Leach
Mark Boyle Lecy
Julio Lemus
Mariana Leyva
Donald E. Lindsay
Hi Lynch 
Jan Macy
Frank  Martinez
Julie  Mccormick
James A. McCullough
Susan L. McDowell
Christine McFadden
William McIver
Jeni J. McPheron
Judith K. McWilliams
Sharon Meier
Pauletta Miles
John Mill
Thomas Miller
Cynthia Miller
Ronald Millies
Abby Morones
Susan Moser
Howard Nixon
Stacy O’Gara
James Patterson
Dorothy J. Patton
Thelma Pekingpaugh
Christopher Pfingston
Jan Phelps
Melanie and John Philippsen
David P. Pinkston
Ron P.  Pluchel
Kellie Porter
Bea Pozdzal
Barbara Price
David Price
David Pruis
Lisa Ranck
Thomas  Ray
Carl M. Reinholt
Kathryn Reitz
Justin Reuter
Tim E. Rice Rice
James Rivich
Louis Rodino
Scott  Rolston
Vicki C. Rude
Vicki C.  Rude
Richard Ryan
Sam A. Sample
Russ and June Sanders
Mitch  Schulz
Theresa Secondino
Kevin and Dawn Shank
Justin Skains
Mike Skrzyniarz
Lisa and Amp Smirz
Haley Smith
John Sommer
Tom Sourlis
Kristin H.  Srour
Ann Starrett
Mitchell D. Stayer
Kelly Strange
Steve C. Stupariu
David A. Swanson
Sally A.  Tallman
Jason Tampauskas
Phil Taylor
Robert Taylor
Robert Tellstrom
Teresa Thixton
Hal  Thomas
Patricia  Thomas
Elizabeth Tuller
Michael Vogelsang
Paul J. Weaver Jr.
William Weinstein
Christian Wicke
Laura Wilkerson
Alice F. Williams
Erin L. Williams
Kat Winton
Lisa Wylie
Teresa  Yount
James A. Zimmerman
Tracy  Zwingelberg

Steve & Tanya Alford Family Foundation
Sweetwater Sound, Inc.
Terre Haute Police Department
Titan Light Shows Inc.
Tree City Classics Car Club
Turner Construction
Valiant Foundation
Village of Merici Inc.
W.R. Hall Insurance Group
Wabash Valley Correctional Facility
Walmart
The Wanderers Inc.
West Side Nut Club
Wetzel Honda
WFIE-TV
Zoeller Company
Zotec Partners
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“Let me win.

be         brave

in the attempt.”


