
 

Special Olympics Indiana 
Equestrian Competition 
 
The equestrian Sport Management Team thanks you in advance for following these rules to 
help ensure a safe, organized, and efficient event! 
 
BARN RULES FOR HENDRICKS COUNTY 4-H FAIRGROUNDS 
 
1) Horses may NOT arrive before 4:00pm on Friday 9/24.   
2) The arena is open on Friday 9/24 from 5:30pm to 9:00pm. Horses are not to be tacked 

after 9:30pm. The barn must be vacated by 10:00pm (Friday 9/24) and 6:00pm (Saturday 
9/25).   

3) Please keep the barn aisles clear. Each riding center is given extra stalls in addition to 
tack stalls for congregation. 

4) Only competitors, horse handlers, and horses who are being called for the next 
class/division are allowed in the tack check & staging areas. 

5) Only ride in the arenas or warm-up pens. Your horse must be led in all other areas.  
6) Dismount in the dismounting area and lead your horse back to the stall. 
7) Clean up after your horse and yourself, including any trash you may have. 
8) Every program MUST clean their own stalls. Stalls MUST be checked by the Barn Manager 

or his assistant before departing.  
9) Return any wheelbarrows, brooms or other equipment to the storage area after you are 

finished using them. 
10) Notify the Barn Manager of any safety or maintenance issues with the stalls. 
11) If you have an ill or injured horse, please notify the Sport Management Team. A local vet 

may be notified if yours is not available.  
 
SAFETY REMINDERS FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS EQUESTRIAN EVENTS 
 
1) ASTM approved helmets must be worn by ALL riders (athletes, partners, coaches) when 

mounted on horse.  
2) Always ride with a person in visible site of you. 
3) All riders must use safety stirrups (i.e. tapadero, peacock, breakaway, S-stirrups, J-

stirrups) 
4) Proper attire must be worn (boots w/ heels, jeans or breeches, etc.). If a rider cannot 

wear boots, a doctor’s note must be provided with the athlete medical form at check-in.  
5) Riders without a horse handler clipped-on MUST have reins attached to the bit. If a horse 

handler is clipped-on, the reins may be attached to the halter. 
6) If the horse cannot wear a bit, a note from the vet must be presented.  
7) All coaches and volunteers (side walkers, horse handlers, those preparing horses in barn) 

are expected to wear hard-toed shoes. Tennis shoes or sandals are not acceptable.  
8) In all driving classes, a support person must always have a 2nd set of reins attached to the 

horse’s bit and in their hands.  
9) No dogs are permitted on show grounds except seeing eye dogs or assistance dogs.  
10) Please refrain from audibly clapping or making other loud noises. To show your 

appreciation for the riders, hold both hands up and make a waving motion.  


