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“I went to the same high school you did, but you wouldn’t know me because I was in special 

education.”  Those are the words that greeted me to Special Olympics back in 1973. They 

were spoken by a Special Olympics athlete who was 

my age and trying out to play on his �  rst basketball 

team ever. I was the coach.

I came to �  nd out that he loved to play basketball as 

much as I did – maybe more. The years I was blessed 

to coach him, he drank up the experience. He scouted 

the opponents; he practiced in the park between 

our practices; he lived with our victories; and died 

with our defeats. He even made a game-winning 

shot from the corner as the buzzer sounded to win a 

game. He was buried by his teammates in celebration 

after that shot.

I’ve never been able to reconcile why a small accident of birth could make such a 

profound di�  erence in opportunities people have to enjoy life, and be rewarded for 

doing their best.

Too many years after that introduction, in 2014 the world will �  nally change for young 

Special Olympics athletes. Starting in April, 2014 several Indiana high schools will sponsor 

Special Olympics Uni�  ed Sports® Track teams – kids with and without disabilities training 

together and then competing against other schools with similar teams. They will be 

wearing their high school’s uniforms. Each member of the team will be earning points 

based on a revolutionary set of rules that values fast and slow. At the IHSAA state track 

championships, one of these teams will raise the State Champions trophy – the same as 

a select number of other varsity teams do throughout the year.

It will change lives, both for new Special Olympics athletes, their new teammates, 

coaches, and fans. Who knows who will change most – but if 45 years of experience in 

Special Olympics is any indicator – the athletic directors, coaches and teammates will 

feel like they are the real winners.

Sam Rasmussen, Executive Director of the Indiana Interscholastic Athletic Administrators 

Association says, “When we get out of our comfort zones and get familiar with our 

biases we can make great strives for all deserving people. We need to expand our 

profession to make sure that the fun, joy and feeling of exhilaration of participating in 

sports can be experienced by all. Diversity is being invited to the party, but inclusion 

is being asked to dance.”  

And now, over 40 years later, young athletes like my former classmate are on the “right” 

team. And over time, people will know them, and share in the magic of Special Olympics. 
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Special Olympics Indiana is a not-for-pro�  t organization that provides year-round sports training and athletic competition in 

more than 20 Olympic-type sports for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, reaching over 11,000 athletes across 

Indiana. Special Olympics Indiana is part of the international network of accredited Special Olympics Programs that reaches 

over 4 million athletes with intellectual disabilities worldwide.

Sport is a universal language that unites people on and o�   the �  eld of play. Its lessons are relevant to all. Using sports training 

and athletic competition to help break down barriers that have historically kept people apart, Special Olympics Indiana promotes 

meaningful inclusion and acceptance for children and adults with intellectual disabilities in Indiana. These experiences ultimately 

create an inclusive environment where everyone bene�  ts and little by little, the world changes. Sport is the medium, but the real 

power lies within the Special Olympics experience and all the people it touches. 

Let me win,Let me win,Let me win,Let me win,Let me win,Let me win,Let me win,Let me win,Let me win,
but if I cannot win,but if I cannot win,but if I cannot win,but if I cannot win,but if I cannot win,
let me be brave inlet me be brave inlet me be brave inlet me be brave inlet me be brave in
the attempt.the attempt.the attempt.the attempt.the attempt.

—Special Olympics Athlete Oath
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Alpine Skiing
Aquatics

Ballroom Dancing
Basketball 

Bocce
Bowling

Corn Toss
Cycling

Distance Run/Walk
Equestrian 

Figure Skating
Flag Football

Golf
Horseshoes 
Powerlifting

Softball
Soccer

Snowboarding
Snowshoeing

Speed Skating
Young Athletes 

Track & Field
Volleyball

Representing 72 County and Local Program, each run by 
volunteer management team who recruits participants, 
conducts sports training, raises money and awareness, 
and competes at local, area, and state events. 

World-Class Programs
Unified Sport ®

Where individuals with and without disabilities train and compete 
on the same team against other Unified Sports® teams. Indiana 
has 3,273 partners.

Young Athletes 
Children ages 2-7 are introduced to Special Olympics through 
activities designed to foster physical cognitive and social 
development. Indiana has 605 kids involved in Young Athletes 
in 2013. 

Healthy Athletes 
Four types of health screenings (sight, hearing, dental, and 
fitness) are provided in order to improve athletes’ abilities to 
train and compete. A total of 232 screenings were completed 
in 2013.

Health Coordinators – IU Health
Orchestrated through a partnership that began in 2013 between 
Special Olympics Indiana and IU Health’s Offic of Community 
Outreach and Engagement, Health Coordinators will serve as

a resource to coordinate activities that will provide for the 
better health and safety of Special Olympics athletes within a 
given Special Olympics County Program.  

Champions Together
The establishment of the “Champions Together,” partnership 
between the Indiana High School Athletic Association (IHSAA) 
and Special Olympics Indiana begun when IHSAA Commissioner, 
Bobby Cox, challenged the IHSAA Student Advisory Committee 
(SAC) to engage in “servant leadership” and discover ways to 
give back to their schools and communities. The IHSAA SAC 
researched options, and unanimously requested that an offici  
partnership be formed with Special Olympics as the most 
appropriate fit for education-based athlete servant leadership.  

Athlete Leadership Programs (ALPs)
Training is provided to athletes in a university setting so they 
can become public speakers, committee members, coaches, 
officials and volunteers. As of 2013, Indiana had 194 athletes 
enrolled in ALPs University, and 30 athletes have graduated.



2013 – Year in Review

JANUARY
Lawrenceburg, Indiana hosted the
Winter Games once again, as over 100 
athletes took to the slopes to compete in 
skiing, snowshoeing, and snowboarding.

FEBRUARY
Over 2,400 plungers were Freezin’ for a 

Reason at 12 different Indiana locations  
The Polar Plunge raised over $490,000 

to benefit Special Olympics Indiana

MARCH
2,227 athletes compete in the State 
Men’s, Women’s, and Youth Basketball 
tournaments including 5-on-5 full court, 
Unified Sports, 3-on-3, and more

APRIL
ALPs provide the best available training 

and support for athletes seeking to further 
their participation in Special Olympics, both 

on and off the competition fiel

MAY
Each of Indiana’s 10 Areas host Spring 
Games. These Games are among the most 
important of the over 2,800 competitions 
held in Indiana each year. 

JUNE
Jared Fogle (Subway Jared) speaks to over 
2,500 Athletes, 1,000 Coaches, 1,200 Event 
Volunteers, and 3,000 spectators & families 

at the 44th Annual Summer Games 
Opening Ceremony.

JULY
The Charity Golf Classic raised nearly 
$80,000 in one day through partnerships 
with American Family Insurance, Indianapolis 
Colts and Enterprise Rent-a-Car.

AUGUST
Indiana Pacers’ Lance Stephenson was 

among 2,000 attendees from 79 teams that 
gathered at the Indianapolis International 

Airport and raised more than $181,000.

SEPTEMBER
The third EKS Games, hosted by Brebeuf 
Jesuit, offered 8 sports for 2,210 athletes. In 
2013, Special Olympics Indiana successfully 
piloted a new unified team aquatic
competition.

OCTOBER
A partnership between Red Robin restaurants 

and law enforcement throughout Indiana 
collaborate to conduct Tip A Cop fundraisers 

supporting Special Olympics Indiana.

NOVEMBER
The Torch Run is Special Olympics Indiana’s 
largest grassroots fundraising program. In 
2013, eight final leg runs were complete  
throughout the state.

DECEMBER
Bowling is Special Olympics Indiana’s most 

popular sport, 5,000 athletes participated
in the annual State Bowling Tournament.



Melony Salla has been involved with Special Olympics Indiana 

since she was 12 years old, but in 2013, and much to her 

surprise, she was named Athlete of the Year at the annual 

Special Olympics Indiana State Conference. The Benton 

Central High School senior was completely speechless 

when she was awarded the title, “I was in total shock – I did 

not know I was going to get it!” Melony recounts. 

Before Special Olympics emerged in Melony’s life, there 

was lots of bullying. Melony had di�   culty in school, as she 

struggled with her intellectual disabilities. She was put on 

medication, however, she gained a substantial amount of 

weight, becoming a target for students. Melony’s parents 

worried about her wellbeing, and despite speaking with 

school administration, nothing was done. To top it all o�  , that 

same year, her father was stricken with esophagus cancer. 

It was the move to Benton Central High School that changed 

everything! It was there that she discovered Special Olympics 

Indiana, when a teacher urged her to participate and get

involved. Melony blossomed, gaining friends and excelling 

in school. “It was like she had it all along; she just needed 

that extra push and reassurance,” Sherry Salla, Melony’s 

mother remarked. “Special Olympics has given her that and 

more!” The night of State Conference, Melony accepted her 

award. “When I accepted my award, my mom started to cry, 

which then made me cry!  I am always such a talker, but at 

that moment, I was speechless!”

The hardest moments are the ones you remember. If you 

are able to push through the tough times, the feeling is 

more special when you come out on top.

The same day that Melony would be honored to receive 

the Spirit of Special Olympics Award, she would also learn 

that her dad would be released from his cancer treatment 

rehab center. Despite all the devastation both Melony and 

her family faced, they persevered. 

“It was an unexpected moment, but the best moment,” 

Melony says. “I am a success story for Special Olympics and 

no matter where I am –I make sure to shout it to the world!” 

The Spirit of Special Olympics
When You Come Out On Top!

2013 SPIRIT OF
SPECIAL OLYMPICS WINNERS:

Athlete: Melony Salla
Benton County 

Family: The Parks-Oldham Family
Bartholomew, Brown, Jennings Counties

Coach: Ron McGovern
Monroe County

Volunteer: Ty Faust
Grant County

LETR Offi  cer: Kevin Jackson
New Castle Correctional Facility 

Athlete of the Year, Melony Salla, with President/CEO Michael Furnish 
at Bankers Life Fieldhouse to see the Pacers take on the 76ers.
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Financials

EXPENSEREVENUE

2013
REVENUE
 Contributions and Grants $2,588,173
 Special Events $999,561
 Investment Income $228,563
 Other  $52,048

                                                                                                               TOTAL  $3,868,345

EXPENSE
 Programs  $2,141,806
 Management and General  $287,369
 Fundraising  $606,538

                                                                                                               TOTAL  $3,035,713

                                                                                                               BALANCE  $832,632

Contributions and Grants Programs

71%

20%
9%

6%

26%

67%

Management and General

Fundraising

Special Events

Investment Income

Other  1%



INDIANA

Champion Sponsors

“Being a part of the Special Olympics family has made a 
dramatic impact on our lives! What we do is just a small 
way of giving back to everything the Special Olympics 
athletes have already given to us.”

“Knights of Columbus from around Indiana are proud 
to support Special Olympics Indiana athletes through 
volunteering, raising funds and continually building the 
partnership between Knight and Athlete.”

“As the Law Enforcement Torch Run (LETR) program 
continues to grow in Indiana, the relationship between 
law enforcement personnel and Special Olympics Indiana 
Athletes is inspirational not only at competitions, but 
throughout the year in neighborhoods across Indiana.”

“Ohio Mills has a long history with Special Olympics Ohio 
and Kentucky and we are thrilled to have the opportunity to 
partner with them. These bins raise valuable support for the 
Special Olympics Program – helping enrich the lives of kids 
and adults in our communities.”



Champion - ($5,000.00 + )
William T. McClain

Leadership Circle - ($1,968.00 + )
Phil and Judi Bounsall

Lincoln Fraley

Robert and Melissa Hillman

James D. Isham

Vicki James

Steve Johnson

Michael Kirschner

Dr. James M. Lindsay, M.D.

Buzz Lail

Judith M. Mohler

Todd Richardson

Emily Ridgley

Circle of Honor - ($1,000.00 + )
Neil W. Adams

Elgan L. Baker

Mary Boomsma

Hugh Breen

James Callaghan

R. O. Clark

Christopher Conner

Jay S. Crannell

Brian K. Cranor

Mary A. Degenhardt

Tom Degnan

Nancy Dimartino

Gary Downey

Reid  Flood

Michael and Rebecca Furnish

Robert E. Ga�  , Jr.

Keith Gambrel

Caroline Godfrey

Melissa Greenwell

Brian Hays

Tom Heldt

Bart Kaufman

Heidi Lance

C.J. McCormick

Sue McNew

David Miller

Brent Mosby

Keith Nance

Timothy M. Paul

Dennis Perrin

Richard J. Robinson

Cynthia Rossiter

James and Janet Sammer

Richard and Patricia Schreiner

Thomas F. Shea

Kathleen Shook

Carolyn Slaughter

Philip Sonnenberg

James M. Spencer

Jim Stanley

Charles E. Stottlemyer

Edward Todderud

Steven R. Willan

Gold - ($500.00 + )
James Abbitt

Mary R. Able

Barbara S. Amy

Janet Anthony

Scott D. Barker

Douglas K. Barney

Carol Beck

Alan Beluschak

William J. Benner

Bobbie Binggeli

Lisa Blakley

Robert Bodkin

John Brand

Vanessa L. Breen

Robert Brody

Byron Butler

Melissa Caito

Sandy Carr

William B. Carr

M. Anne Cashman

Don R. Christenson

Andrew Clouse

Dona Cohen

Andrwe Cosgrove

Michael Crozier

Joseph Desarla

Timothy J. Dickson

Caryl F. Dill

Debra and Thomas Easterday

Zach Eckert

Douglas F. Esamann

Kristine Florkiewicz

M.P. Fogarty

Jimmie L. Freeland

Sandi French

Bruce N. Froemming

William Gaither

Kelly Groddy

Walter Grote, Jr.

Janet K. Grube

Donna A. Gunn

Jodie Harper

Tom Hauser

Tom Havrilla

Letta Hollingsworth

Elizabeth Hooks

Christopher Hughes

Steve Humke

William C. Illingworth

Deborah Jameson-Lee

Curtis Johnson

Dana Johnson

Elbert Johnson, Jr.

Karen A. Kennelly

Jeremy King

Thomas Kixmiller

Debra Lambert

Charles A. Lang

Ariann Lawhorn

David T. Lee

David P. Lewis

Josh Lloyd

Daniel Lutgring

Walter E. Martin

Jewell Mason

Valarie D. May�  eld

Jonathan McCarty

Rosemary Means

Donald Metrish

Margaret Meyer

Lance Mitchell

Tim Murphy

Tyler J. Naas

Aruna Namburi

James Nicol

Robert J. Pensec

Pam Porter

The Winner’s Circle  Individuals



INDIANA

Dean (Tony) Carter

Charles Chestnut

Mary Ann Cougill

Sharon Glos

Helen Halbert

Earl Hazelett

Melanie Horvath

Hartley Hyder

Ruth Judge

Stanley Knapp

Ronald L. Koch

Beverly Kubec

Dorothy Lindegren

Mickey MacDu�

Shirly Keeler Mundy

Merrill Nichols

Dennis Olvera

Betty Lou Pavey

Marge Peters

Timothy Rodino

John D. Shipman

Claudia Siemens

Misty Simmons

Angeline “Buddy” Skorich

Margaret Smith

Margie Snyder

Tony Veegh

Ruthann Wolfgang

Gifts in memory of

Alice Prickett

Gary Probst

Maxine M. Purol

Enos R. Rasnick

David Resley

Fern W. Roesch

Patrick J. Rooney

Lisa Roth

Joe Sanders

Trent J. Sandifur

J.R. Sauder

John D. Sauder

Mindy Schultz

Faye Seramur

Mark C. Sherman

Jane Shine

Damon Staffor

Barbara J. Stevens

Stuart Stiller

Eldon E. Stoops

Richard Sutton

Glenn M. Swisher, Jr.

Robert Taylor

George W. Thrasher

Michelle Wagner

Tommy L. Walker

Dennis Warner

Marguerite Waters

Doug Watkins

Al Webber

John Weingardt

Allen R. Wilkie

Thomas K. Willard

C. Joseph Yast

Bruce Young

Lillian Youngblood

Champion - ($50,000.00 + )
The Finish Line, Inc.

Knights of Columbus

Law Enforcement Torch Run

Ohio Mills, Inc.

Gold - ($20,000.00 + )
Color Me Rad LLC

The Duke Energy Foundation

IHSAA

Indiana AMVETS Dept. Service

 Foundation Inc.

Silver - ($10,000.00 + )
Ackerman Foundation

AEP Indiana Michigan Power

American Family Mutual Insurance

 Company

CWC Commercial Warehouse

 & Cartage, Inc.

Duke Energy

FedEx

GFS Marketplace

K of C Council No. 12540

Nicholas H. Noyes Jr.

 Memorial Foundation

NIPSCO

Orchard Softwarev

Rescare, Inc.

Bronze - ($5,000.00 + )
Aero Engine Controls

Coca-Cola

Enterprise Leasing Company

Geo Group Inc.

Indiana Chemical Trust

Indiana Section PGA of America

Indianapolis Colts

Indianapolis Power & Light Company

K of C Council No. 11044

K of C Council No. 1591

Masonry by Mohler

RW Armstrong

Terre Haute Convention

 & Visitors Bureau

Blue Ribbon - ($2,500.00 + )
Boonville Federal Savings Bank

Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc.

Community Health Charities

 of Indiana Inc.

Fifth Third Bank

Ford Sawmills Inc.

Indiana F.O.P. Foundation, Inc.

Ingersoll Rand

K of C Council No. 1231

K of C Council No. 12510

K of C Council No. 4511

Lumina Foundation

Madison Correctional Facility

Managed Health Services

New Castle Correctional Facility

Papa John’s Terre Haute

Pendleton Correctional Complex

Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity,

 Iota Delta Chapter

Randle Family Foundation

Tumbleweed Southwest Grill

Union Hospital Inc.

Vectren Foundation, Inc.

WVCF Employee Appreciation

    Committee

The Winner’s Circle  Corporate/Civic Groups/Foundations



Event Participants

2013 PLANE PULL TEAMS TEAM CAPTAINS

AAR Aircraft Services - Wingnuts Betty Brookshear

Aero Engine Controls Just Plane Strong Matt Blair

Aero Engine Controls Pulling Rank Ryan Natzke

Aero Engine Controls Tugger-nauts Janet Logan

Aramark/Corizon Curt Correll

Baldwin & Lyons Melanie Woods

Barnes & Thornburg LLP Linda Todd

BF&S - Wingman Je�   Carlson

BF&S - Wingnuts Je�   Carlson

Branchville Bull Dogs Lisa Holloway

Cassidy Turley Indianapolis Grant Lindley &

  Lindsey Brown

Central  Sert Troy Keith

Circle City Derby Girls Kimberly Keller

Correctional Industrial Facility Megan McClain

CSI Just Plane Crazy 1 Antoine Blanding

CSI Just Plane Crazy 2 Antoine Blanding

Dakota’s Traveling Circus Erin Bean

Edinburgh Correctional Facility Stephen Jeter

FedEx Dayside Swaggers Eric Garrett

2013 PLANE PULL TEAMS TEAM CAPTAINS

FedEx Over Night Sensations Wade Reeves

FedEx Trade Network Thunder Bill Johnston

FedExtreme Eric Garrett

FIRST Team 3176 Drew Sanders

Genetics Clones Jean Good

Guns and Hoses Thaddeus Thomas

Hensley Legal Group Melissa Hartsock

Hoosier CrossFit  Jenna tieman

IDOC Central Offi  ce Amy Lanum

IMPD Blue Bombers Darla Anderson

Indiana Correctional Police Offi  cers Todd Tappy

Indiana State Police Integrity  Tommy Walker

Indianapolis Re-entry Educational Facility Gaylie Cotton

Indy’s i94, 95.5 WFMS Jay Michaels

    and Classic Hits 104.5 WJJK!

Ingersoll Rand - Team Strong Christine Wright

IR E-Squad Donald Williams

Jac’s Cousins Jaclyn Knipe

Jet Jerkers Sarah Stillerman

Johnson County FOP Auxiliary 154 Kendra Murphy



2013 PLANE PULL TEAMS TEAM CAPTAINS

Just Plane Crazy Meagan Moon

Madison Dream Team Hope Greathouse

Miami Correctional Facility Douglas Nelson

Monroe County Maniacs Matthew Graf

New Castle Correctional Facility Todd Deweese

Orchard Harvesting & Hauling Jon Payne

Orchy’s Airplane Movers Maggie Madden

Phi Sigma Kappa Kathy Cannady

Plain�  eld Pirates (ERO) Antoine Stewart

Plane and Simple Heidi Bowman

Plane Pullers for Hope: LJCF Thomas Nestleroad

POLARIS Laboratories Miriam Posluszny

Porter County Poppers Amanda Lines

Pulls 4 People Tracey Ostrowski

ResCare Rampage Jennifer Dean

ResCare Razzmatazz Anita Bean

ResCare Rockers Beth Wilhelm

Rock n Roll With Ryan Ryan Abell

Rockville Correctional Facility 2 Bradley Burton

Rockville Correctional Facility Team-1 Deb Ford

2013 PLANE PULL TEAMS TEAM CAPTAINS

RW Armstrong - Princess Pirates Beth Corbett

RW Armstrong - Swashbucklers Simon Davies

Sign - A - Rams Joel Hall

Team Finish Line Kara Fick

Team Indiana - Blue Stephanie Young

Team Indiana - Red Scott Furnish

Team Indiana - White Je�   Mohler

Team LHD Sean Kyle

Team RDC Andrea Feeney

Team RDC 2 Andrea Feeney

Team VCSO Robert Hart

The Dark Night Rises II Darrin Chaney

The Training Team Philip Sonnenberg

Vertebral Warriors Eddy Wenzel

Wabash Valley Correctional Facility Dusty Russell

Walker  Brian Kovacs

WCC K9/E-Squad Tim Darenski



Event Participants
2014 Polar Plunge Top Fundraisers 

$5,000+

Jeremy Stout 

Fr. Patrick Baikauskas 

$4,999—$1,968

Lisa Jegen 

Philip Baker 

Linda D. Bedwell 

Michael Menser 

Albert Davis 

Tony Torres 

Margaret L. Johnson 

Mike Byrne 

Jan Meier 

Tracy A. Pursell 

Lynne E. Noble 

Abbie Watson 

Scott Cunningham 

Timothy M. Paul 

Amy Lepak 

Alan Eads 

Randy Parker 

Brooke Johnson 

John Logan 

Owen Menchhofer 

Connie A. King 

Mary Schmitt 

$1,967 - $1,000 

Rita Bianchi 

Andy Hape 

Nathan Masingo 

Stephanie Harman 

Ben Hessler 

Veronika Slivova 

Kelly Butler 

Chris Morrison 

Jason Plante 

Christopher Ellingsen 

Gene Burton 

Debra Ford 

Kathleen Szot 

Michael Harvey 

Julie Ann Poepsel 

Jon Trevathan 

Bobbie Binggeli 

Thomas B. Spreacker 

Gwen M. Haehl 

Charles Garber 

Jenny Perdue 

David Boyce 

Emily Allen 

Pam K. Dahnke 

Derek Shelton 

Angel F. Badillo 

James T. Helfrich 

Scott Ernstberger 

Timothy Kramer 

Patrick Jones 

Kirsten Spangenberg 

Becky Warren 

Clayton Taylor 

Michael Leonard 

Patrick Burkhart 

James Nicol 

Kevin Anderson 

Sean McLane 

Doug Melton 

Sioux Garnier-Stanley 

Kelly A. Laskowski 

Mike Zofkie 

Becky A. Cashman 

Karen Walker 

Daniel LeRose 

Anthony M. Burke 

Angela Host 

John M. Bunde 

Michael Pratt 

Vivian A. Block 

Brian Brecheisen 

Tony Montgomery 

Erin Stout 



LEGACY – a powerful word that is often etched into people’s 

hearts and minds. 

Carl and Betty Erskine have made their legacy in demonstrating how 

life’s challenges can be handled with grace and encouragement. 

They have set the standard for those who have been a�  ected 

by the movement of Special Olympics. 

On November 8, 2013, the inaugural luncheon commemorating 

The Carl and Betty Erskine Society for planned giving occurred. 

The founding members heard from Carl Erskine as he shared 

insight into the world of Major League Baseball during the 

1940’s – a time where stark racial tension and the unfamiliarity 

of intellectual disabilities boiled and branded its way into the 

fabric of American history. 

Buzz Lail immediately connected with Carl’s words. “Carl and 

Betty have seen and experienced the world in a di�  erent 

way,” said Buzz, chairperson of Special Olympics Indiana. 

“They have faced many challenges and conquered them 

head on. I’m originally from the South and part of a time 

where a lot happened. Conversations about disabilities were 

ubiquitous. I ask myself almost every day, what made a little 

boy from Kentucky understand the importance of positive 

change. There were many people around me that fed into 

the negativity. However, I believe that my driving force are 

the athletes of Special Olympics.”

Buzz has been involved with Special Olympics Indiana for 

over a decade. “I �  nding that I have more opportunities 

to interact with athletes than many people,” said Buzz. “I am 

able to see several changes happen �  rsthand; Special Olympics 

Indiana is all about transforming lives.” Throughout his 10 

years, he has witnessed the incredible impact of Special 

Olympics, as many corporations such as Finish Line, Knights 

of Columbus and IHSAA, have all committed to the athletes 

of Special Olympics. 

His belief in the mission of the organization is paramount. 

As a member of the Carl and Betty Erskine Society, Buzz will 

always be an advocate for Special Olympics.

The Carl and Betty Erskine Society was established in 2012, as 

a way for those who have been touched by Special Olympics, to 

make a lifetime gift that perpetuates the organization. Carl and 

Betty Erskine serve as champions in the eff ort to make those 

with intellectual disabilities accepted and equal on all fronts.
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